
Navies are preparing to defend against increasingly deadly threats. Many surface 

ship classes are to be shaped-up to better defend against the threat posed by any 

kinds of kinetic weapons – and drones. Recent developments in the Black Sea  

Region and in the Arabian/Persian Gulf and Red Sea – all of which are conflict  

zones par excellence – provide evidence that both hard-kill and soft-kill weapon 

systems form a significant element of the detect-control-engage chain at sea. 
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