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In his edi to ri al for the very first edi tion of
NAVAL FORC ES, Edi to ri al Direc tor Vice
Admi ral (ret’d) Sir Ian McGe ochwrote: “The
suc cess ful laU.N.ch of a new ship is an event
of much con se quence in the lives of those
who have invest ed in her, those who have
designed and built her, and those who will
man and oper ate her. Be she great or small,
war ship or mer chant ship, fish ing boat or
fer ry, so much con cen trat ed skill and coop -
er a tive endea vour, result ing in so pur pose -
ful and vis ible an achieve ment, calls for cel -
e bra tion. The flags are out; the band plays;
speech es are made and toasts drunk in an
atmos phere of pride, good will and hopes for
the future. The launch of a new jour nal has
much in com mon with that of a ship. In the
case of NAVAL FORC ES, a For um for Mar -
i time Pow er, the par allel seems to be par tic -
u lar ly apt; as with a ship, its suc cess will
depend upon the pre ci sion with which its
pur pose has been deter mined, and upon
proof of its fit ness for that pur pose.”

While I leave it to our world-wide read er ship
to judge by them selves if these expec ta tions
were met and prom is es kept dur ing the past
quar ter of a cen tu ry, I would like to take a look
at how secur ity pol i cy envi ron ment changed
over that peri od. But before this review let me
say that I am hon oured to have been the Edi tor-
in-Chief of NAVAL FORC ES since edi tion
I/2001. I thank all pre vi ous Edi tors who have
achieved the high stan dard of NAVAL FORC -
ES which I could base my con tri bu tion on. Also,
on behalf of our small team respon sible for the
con tent of our pub li ca tion, Pub lish er Jan Wiede -
mann, Pro gramme Man ag er Naval Affairs Hart -
mut Man seck, and North Amer i ca Edi tor Gor -
don I. Peter son, I would like to take the oppor -
tu nity to thank all those who are not in the same
spot light, despite their inval u able con tri bu tions:
Our Pres i dent and Chief Exec u tive Direc tor
Man fred Sad low ski who ‘invented’ NAVAL
FORC ES 25 years ago and keeps a watch ful eye
on it – with in the guid ance issued he leaves us
the nec es sary lee way to care ful ly adapt NAVAL
FORC ES to the chang ing envi ron ment while
ensur ing that its ‘cor po rate identity’ is being

found ed ‘Solidarnosc’, first free Union in
Poland.

Greece became the 10th mem ber of the EC; the
52 U.S. hos tag es were freed after 444 days from
the U.S. Embas sy in Teh ran; assas si na tion
attempts against Pres i dent Rea gan and Pope
Johan Paul-II failed; Israe li air craft destroyed
the Ira qi nucle ar reac tor near Bagh dad in a pre-
emp tive strike; Egyp tian Pres i dent Sadat was
assas si nat ed; the Soviets lost face when a sub -
ma rine ground ed in Swed ish ter ri to ri al waters;
Pres i dent Gen er al Jar u sel ski imposed ‘mar tial
law’ in Poland, Lech Wale sa was arrest ed;
Soviet chief ideol o gist Mikhail Sus low died.

Argen tine occu pied the Falk land Islands but the
islands were re-cap tured by a Brit ish Task
Force after three months of fierce fight ing;
Spain became the 16th mem ber of NATO; Israel
returned the Sinai penin su la to Egypt; Soviet
Pres i dent Bresh new died, fol lowed by ex-KGB
lead er Yuri Andro pov; arms con trol attempts
(MBFR, START, INF) remained incon clu sive.

The U.S. deployed two U.S. car ri er groups ‘as
a warn ing to Cuba and Nicaragua’, lead ing to
the out break of naval hos til ities between Nic -
a ra gua and Hon du ras; Pres i dent Andro pov
demand ed effec tive eco nom i cal reforms and
called into ques tion the valid ity of cen tral ised
mar ket econ o my, so far an undis put ed pil lar of
Com mu nist ideol o gy; a South Kore an 747 air -
lin er was shot down by Soviet air defence off
the coast in Sak hal in; with the Mon te bel lo
Deci sions of the Nucle ar Plan ning Group, Can -
a da announced with draw al of a fur ther 1,400
war heads from Europe, bring ing the total of
such with draw als since 1979 to 2,400; deliv er -
ies of GLCM com po nents to the UK showed
NATO’s deter mi na tion to keep its ‘dou ble
track’ deci sion on thea tre nucle ar force mod -
er nisa tion and a com ple men tary arms con trol
effort viable; in Chile, of the 150,000 peo ple
arrest ed dur ing the Gen er al Pino chet dic tat or -
ship, at least 10,000 died or dis ap peared; in Bei -
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kept; our Group Direc tor Joa chim Knochewho
man ag es lay out sched ules for all in-house pub -
li ca tions and the many oth er print ing jobs of the
Mönch Pub lish ing Group in such a man ner that
we arrive with NAVAL FORC ES in time for
the defence exhi bi tion we are tar get ed at; our
Art Direc tor Frank Stom melwho is respon sible
for the cov er and lay out and whose lat est classy
prod uct you hold in your hands; he is assist ed
by Mari ta Schorn ing who pre pares our PC-
prod uct files so that they can be worked on in
lay out in pro duc tion; our print ing com pa ny Uni -
print A.S. in Istan bul who keeps the dead lines
irre spec tive of pub lic hol i days; our Busi ness
Direc tor Chris tine Hou ter manswho deals with
all finan cial mat ters with in the entire Pub lish -
ing Group; Chris ta André with respon sibil ity
for the Adver tis ing Admin is tra tion who ensures
that our cli ents are sat is fied with the prod uct
they pay for; our IT Man ag er Heinz Gerd
Schulte who pro vides an IT infra struc ture that
enables us to swift ly receive ever increas ing files
which so pos i tive ly influ ence the image of
NAVAL FORC ES; our ‘outposts’, Asso ciate
Pub lish ers as well as Region al Direc tors, who
all work with our cus tom ers all over the world;
and last but not least I thank all those work ing
com plete ly behind the scene but essen tial for
ensur ing that every thing runs smooth ly in the
house, be it pre par ing for defence exhi bi tions,
man ag ing our dis patch office, keep ing track on
us at the switch board, or updat ing our data bas -
es – thank you, you are all part of the suc cess
sto ry of the past 25 years of NAVAL FORC ES.
But now the look at what influ enced the polit i -
cal and mil i tary affairs dur ing the past 25 years:

When NAVAL FORC ES was found ed, the
world was at the height of the Cold War, but this
was also the begin ning of a decade of suc cess -
ful arms con trol nego ti a tions lead ing to a saf er
world. Key events: mil i tary attempt to free hos -
tag es in the Teh ran U.S. embas sy failed; protest
against polit i cal and eco nom i cal con di tions in
Cuba, lead ing to an exo dus of Cubans to Flor i -
da; Jos ip Tito, who kept the Yugo slav Repub -
lics togeth er with pres sure, died; first Gulf War
between Iran and Iraq began; Lech Wale sa



1987 1986 

1985

1984 

rut, near ly 300 sol diers were killed in two sui -
cide attacks against the Head quar ters of U.S.
and French troops; the U.S. invad ed the Car ib -
be an Island Gre na da to secure the lives of about
1,000 U.S. cit i zens liv ing there, after a Marx -
ist rebel group took over con trol from the Gov -
ern ment; Lech Wale sa was hon oured for his
fight for democ ra cy in Poland with the Peace
Nobel Price; the Leb a non saw the sec ond civ -
il con flict.

‘Orwell year’ saw the open ing of the Con fer -
ence on Secur ity and Con fi dence-Build ing
Meas ures and Dis ar ma ment in Europe (CDE);
Chi nese Prime Min is terChao Tzu-yang sought
eco nom i cal and tech no log i cal coop er a tion with
the U.S.; fights between Mus lim and Chris tian
fac tions in the Leb a non esca lat ed; the Soviet
Pres i dent Andro pov died, fol lowed by Kon stan -
tin Cher nen ko; the world con demned the use of
‘chil dren soldiers’ by Iran and the employ ment
of chem i cal weap ons by both sides; a threat by
Iran to mine the Strait of Hor muz was answered
by the U.S. with the deploy ment of the “Mid -
way” car ri er group to the Gulf region, deter -
mined to pre vent this with mil i tary means; the
For eign Min is ters of the sev en coun tries of the
West ern Euro pe an Union (WEU) decid ed to re-
acti vate the WEU; Dic ta tor Pino chet imposed
‘mar tial law’ in response to a gen er al strike; in
Nic a ra gua the San di nis ta can di date Dan iel Orte -
gawon the elec tions, and in Wash ing ton Pres -
i dent Rea gan was able to start his sec ond tour
with a land slide vic to ry; set tle ment of a 100-
year quar rel between Argen tine and Chile over
the Bea gle Chan nel; dis man tling of the 55,000
GDR ‘kill ing automats’ along the inner-Ger man
bor der.

Upon the death of Cher nen ko, Mikhail Gor ba -
chev became Gen er al Sec re tary of the Com -
mu nist Par ty of the Soviet Union; the 1955 Trea -
ty of Friend ship, Coop er a tion and Mutu al Assis -
tance estab lish ing the War saw Trea ty Organ -
isa tion, was extend ed for 20 years by lead ers of
the sev en mem ber states; Iraq start ed bomb ing
Ira nian cit ies includ ing Teh ran, answered by the
bomb ing of Bagh dad by Ira nian air planes;
Israel with drew com plete ly from the South ern
Leb a non; the Apart heid-regime of Prime Min -
is ter Botha imposed ‘mar tial law’ over the
South ern prov inc es, fol low ing civ il unrest in
South Afri can ‘townships’; For eign Min is ter
Andrej Gro my ko was elect ed Pres i dent of the
Soviet Union, and Edu ard She vard nadse, Gen -
er al Sec re tary of the Com mu nist Par ty of Geor -
gia, fol lowed Gro my ko as For eign Min is ter;
Niko lai Rych kovwas elect ed Prime Min is ter of

the Soviet Union, strength en ing fur ther the posi -
tion of Gen er al Sec re tary Gor ba chev; the Israe -
li Air Force bombed the PLO Head quar ter in
Tunis, kill ing 60 peo ple but leav ing Yas ser Ara -
fat and oth er PLO lead ers unharmed by pure
chance; kid nap ping of “Achille Lau ro”off the
Egyp tian coast, height en ing the Mid dle East ten -
sion as the kid nap pers demand ed the release of
51 pris on ers in Israe li cus to dy; after the kid nap -
pers let go the hos tag es, Cai ro prom ised to hand
over the four kid nap pers to the PLO, but the air -
craft with the kid nap pers (and PLO Dep u ty
Lead er Abdul Abbas) was inter cept ed by U.S.
fight er air craft, forced to land on the NATO base
Sig o nel la in Sic i ly because the kid nap pers were
respon sible for the death of an Amer i can cit i -
zen onboard the “Achille Lau ro”; first Sum mit
Meet ing of Pres i dent Rea gan and Gen er al Sec -
re tary Gor ba chev in Gene va, agree ment in prin -
ci ple to the reduc tion of stra te gic nucle ar forc -
es by 50 per cent and an inter im INF agree ment;
nine mem bers of the mil i tary Jun ta Gov ern ment
that ruled Argen tine between 1976 and 1982
were sen tenced to impris on ment for mur der and
tor ture, includ ing two for mer Pres i dents and a
for mer Chief of the Navy.

South ern enlarge ment of the EU con tin ued with
admis sion of Por tu gal and Spain into the com -
mu nity; a ref e ren dum in Spain sup port ed con -
tin ued mem ber ship of Spain in NATO with out
par tic i pa tion in its inte grat ed mil i tary struc ture;
Pres i dent Rea gan imposed sanc tions against
Lib ya due to Rev o lu tion Lead er Gaddhafi’s
sup port of ter ror ist acts like the bomb ing of the
Vien na and Rome air ports; in the Gulf War Iran
rebuffed peace talks; Swed ish Prime Min is ter
Olof Palme, engaged sup port er of the arms con -
trol pro cess was assas si nat ed; Mikhail Gor ba -
chev at the 27th con gress of the Com mu nist Par -
ty of the Soviet Union (CPSU) demand ed that
the intro duc tion of effi cien cy in the econ o my
be extend ed towards a stream lin ing in the Par -
ty and Gov ern ment, but the new Par ty Sec re -
tary of Mos cow, Bor is Yelt’sin, point ed out that
Gorbachev’s course was not reflect ed in the
deci sions on Par ty lead er ships; the Gulf of the
Great Syrthe in the Med i ter ra ne an saw com bat
action between the U.S. and Lib ya: Mu’ammar
al-Gad dha fi claimed the entire sea area
between the East ern and West ern tip of the
coast line as ter ri to ri al waters, while the U.S.
accept ed only the 12 miles zone as inter na tion -
al ly agreed ter ri to ri al zone; under the pre text of
alle ga tions that Gad dha fi was the wire pull er
for the bomb ing of dis co theque “La Belle” in
West Ber lin, 18 Air Force F111 bomb ers from
Great Brit ain and 15 A6 fight er bomb ers from
the car ri er “Coral Sea” of the U.S. bombed the

cit ies of Tri po lis and Ben gha si, con demned
by the Arab world and the Soviet Union and
met with reserve by most allies except the UK,
Can a da and Israel; catas trophe of Cher no byl,
where one reac tor block explod ed fol low ing a
‘human error’ – the initial cov er ing up and non-
issu ance of fall out warn ings by the Krem lin
increased the num ber of fatal cas u al ties and
long-term radi a tion vic tims; the Stock holm
CDE Con fer ence Con clud ing Doc u ment
includ ed man da to ry meas ures for the noti fi ca -
tion, obser va tion, and on-site inspec tion of mil -
i tary manoeu vres of par tic i pat ing coun tries;
Pres i dent Rea gan faced a cri sis over covert
weap ons deliv er ies to Iran via Israel vio lat ing
the 1979 embar go; mon ey alleg ed ly had been
chan nelled to the CIA and from there to rebel
organ isa tions in Afghan i stan and Ango la and
to the right-orient ed ‘Contras’ fight ing the Gov -
ern ment in Nic a ra gua; regime crit ic Andrej
Sach a rov was allowed to return from exile in
the closed city of Gorky to Mos cow, he and his
wife Jel e na Bon ner were par doned; For eign
Min is ters of NATO issued the Brus sels “Dec -
lar a tion on Con ven tion al Arms Con trol”, call -
ing for nego ti a tions on con ven tion al stabil ity,
aimed at elim i nat ing dis par ities from the Atlan -
tic to the Urals and estab lish ing con ven tion al
stabil ity at low er lev els, and on fur ther con fi -
dence and secur ity-build ing meas ures.

Gor ba chev con tin ued his reform course of re-
struc tur ing the polit i cal and eco nom i cal sys -
tems (Per es troi ka) and of encour ag ing open
crit i cism (Glas nost); a fer ry cap sized in the har -
bour of Zee Brug es because the front doors
were left open – this sparked off inter na tion al
debate about the secur ity of ro-ro ships; West
Ger man civ il pilot Math i as Rust flew his Cess -
na from Ham burg to Mos cow with out being
spot ted by Soviet air defence forc es, land ing on
the Red Square next to the Krem lin, Gor ba chev
replaced Defence Min is ter Mar shal Sok o lov
with Gen er al Jasov (not even a mem ber of the
Cen tral Com mit tee of the Com mu nist Par ty and
far more jun ior than sev er al over tak en gen er -
als in the rank of Mar shal) – a meas ure to
anchor Per es troi ka also with in the Armed Forc -
es; France and Ger ma ny pro posed the for ma -
tion of a joint Fran co-Ger man bri gade as
first step towards a joint Euro pe an fight ing
force; U.S. inspec tors attend ed mil i tary
manoeu vres near Minsk, the first such inspec -
tion under the pro vi sion of the Stock holm Doc -
u ment, fol lowed by Soviet inspec tors attend -
ing NATO exer cis es in Tur key; the biggest ever
drop in the Dow-Jones Index with in one day
due to a neg a tive U.S. trade bal ance, def i cit in
the U.S. bud get, declin ing par ity of the Dol lar,
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and the con tin u ing cri sis in the Per sian Gulf; at
the Decem ber Sum mit Meet ing in Wash ing ton
D.C. Pres i dent Rea gan and Gen er al Sec re tary
Gor ba chev signed the Wash ing ton INF Trea -
ty, elim i nat ing land-based inter me di ate land-
based nucle ar mis siles, and pledged deep cuts
in stra te gic arms.

In the wake of pro tests in East Ber lin against
the Com mu nist Gov ern ment, a large num ber
of peo ple got arrest ed, only to be allowed with -
in a month to leave for West Ger ma ny togeth -
er with oth er dis si dents, for fear they could fuel
viv id protest; the Soviets began with draw al of
mis sile systems from the GDR and CSFR;
while in Nic a ra gua the San di nis tas and Con tras
agreed an armis tice, right wing ‘death
squadrons’ destab il ised the sit u a tion in El Sal -
va dor; sig na ture in Gene va of the Afghan i stan
Agree ment between Paki stan, Afghan i stan, the
Soviet Union and the U.S., clear ing the path for
with draw al of 115,000 Soviet troops sta tioned
in Afghan i stan; heavy unrest erupt ed in West
Jor dan and the Gaza strip, fol low ing the assas -
si na tion of a Dep u ty PLO lead er by the Israe li
secret ser vice ‘Mossad’; in Hun gary, hard lin er
János Kádár resigned and the entire polit i cal
lead er ship was replaced with reform ist pol i ti -
cians led by Károly Grósz; the Heads of State
and Gov ern ment of the 12 mem ber states at an
EC Sum mit in Hann over/West Ger ma ny ‘con-
ceived’ the Euro by agree ing in gen er al to the
for ma tion of a Euro pe an Cur ren cy Union; the
first All-Union Par ty Con gress of the Soviet
Union in 50 years accept ed the Gor ba chev
reform course and endorsed the pro po sal for a
Pres i den tial system where by the Gen er al Sec -
re tary of the CPSU also became Head of State;
in the Gulf War, USS “Vin cennes” shot down
an Ira nian air lin er; in August a cease fire in the
Gulf War was achieved, end ing the 8-year war
between Iran and Iraq; in Ango la an armis -
tice was nego tiat ed; in Octo ber all 5,000 del e -
gates of ‘Supreme Soviet’ elect ed Mikhail
Gor ba chev for Pres i dent, and an inter nal re-
shuf fle of Par ty and Gov ern ment posi tions fur -
ther strength ened his posi tion; in Yugo sla via,
ten sions among the eth nic groups led to
demands for auton o my from the rul ing Serb
Gov ern ment; with a clear win George Bush was
elect ed 41st Pres i dent of the U.S.; the PLO led
by Yas ser Ara fatpro claimed an inde pen dent
Pal es tine State in the are as occu pied by Israel,
simul ta ne ous ly accept ing for the first time the
exis tence of the Israe li State; dur ing a major
earth quake dev as tat ing sev er al cit ies in Arme -
nia at least 50,000 peo ple died; Pres i dent Gor -
ba chev announced in a speech dur ing the U.N.
Gen er al Assem bly the reduc tion of Soviet

armed forc es by 500,000 - seen in the West as
a new chap ter in the his to ry of arms con trol, but
inter nal ly Gor ba chev got under increas ing pres -
sure when six (Esto nia, Lat via, Lith u a nia,
Arme nia, Azer bai jan and Geor gia) of the Sovi-
et Union Repub lics began to oppose cen tral
Mos cow pow er.

The year of fun da men tal change start ed with
the oppres sion of dem on stra tions in Prague by
the Police; in Par is, 149 states of the world out -
lawed the use of chem i cal weap ons; the Vien -
na CSCE Fol low-up Meet ing con clud ed with
a man date for new nego ti a tions on con ven -
tion al arms in Europe (CFE) and new Con -
fi dence and Se cur ity-Build ing Meas ures
(CSBM); the Soviet Union, GDR, CSFR,
Poland, Hun gary and Bul gar ia announced
reduc tions in con ven tion al forc es and mil i tary
bud gets; the Cen tral Com mit tee of the CPSU
endorsed grad u al and steady tran si tion to a mul -
ti-par ty polit i cal system, and the Soviet Union
com plet ed with draw al of troops from Afghan -
i stan; first elec tion in 70 years Soviet Union
that offered a choice of can di dates for the Con -
gress of People’s Dep u ties; Gov ern ment and
oppo si tion nego tia tors signed agree ments lead -
ing to polit i cal reforms in Poland; Pres i dent
Bush pro posed the ‘Open Skies’ regime to
increase con fi dence and trans pa ren cy regard -
ing mil i tary activ ities; dur ing a vis it to Ber lin
Pres i dent Bush demand ed from Pres i dent
Gor ba chev the dis man tling of the Ber lin
Wall; Chi nese lead ers used bru tal force to sup -
press unarmed stu dent-led dem on stra tions in
favour of democ ra cy, known as the Beij ing Tia -
nan min Square mas sa cre; free elec tions for
the Polish Sen ate and par tial elec tions in the
Seijm result ed in major suc cess for Sol i dar nosc;
mas sive min ers strikes in Sibe ria and Ukraine
were accept ed by Gor ba chev as val id protest
but jeop ar dised the reform pro cess in the Sovi-
et Union; fol low ing the swamp ing of West Ger -
man Embas sies in the CSFR and Hun gary by
cit i zens of the GDR, Hun gary opened its
West ern bor der to Aus tria, result ing in a mas -
sive exo dus of East Ger mans via Hun gary;
Tadeusz Mazow iecki from Sol i dar nosc was
elect ed Prime Min ster by the Seijm to become
the first non-Com mu nist Head of Gov ern -
ment in a War saw Pact coun try; the Bal tic
States’ Human Fronts demand ed inde pen dence
from Mos cow; war between Arme nia and
Azer bai jan over the auton o mous region
Nagor no-Kar a bach; in Uzbe ki stan bloody
pogroms against Turk ish-grown and in Geor -
gia against Mus lim minor ities; in response, the
CPSU pro posed a Soviet Fed er a tion allow ing
the repub lics more inde pen dence from Mos -

cow; Erich Hon eck er of the Com mu nist Par ty
in East Ber lin was replaced by Com mu nist
Egon Krenz as lead er of the GDR when East
Ger mans dem on strat ed for polit i cal reform and
the exo dus of GDR cit i zens con tin ued via
Prague and Buda pest; the new con sti tu tion
adopt ed by the Hun gar ian Par lia ment brought
into being the Repub lic of Hun gary; the East
Ger man Cab i net resigned in the face of ral -
lies in many cit ies call ing for free elec tions and
the abo li tion of the Com mu nist monop o ly on
pow er; on Novem ber 9th the peace ful rev o lu -
tion had won when East and West Ber lin ers
peace ful ly tore down the Ber lin Wall, with
East Ger man Police and Bor der Guards look -
ing on; East Ger man Par lia ment elect ed reform -
ist Ernst Mod row as Prime Min is ter; Bul gar ian
lead er Todor Zhiv kov was removed; a vio lent
dis per sal of Prague stu dent dem on stra tions trig -
gered the pop u lar move ment against the Gov -
ern ment: the Czech o slo vak Par ty lead er ship
resigned and Kar el Urba nek became Gen er al
Sec re tary; after weeks of mass dem on stra tion
fore most in Leip zig call ing for uni fi ca tion, the
new East Ger man ‘Pol it-Bureau’ resigned amid
rev e la tions of Com mu nist lead er ship mis rule
and cor rup tion; the Sum mit Meet ing of the
War saw Trea ty Organ isa tion in Mos cow
denounced the 1968 inva sion of Czech o slo va -
kia by War saw Pact forc es and repu di at ed the
Brezh nev Doc trine of lim it ed sov e reign ty;
Pres i dent Dr. Gus tav Husák resigned and a
coali tion Gov ern ment was formed in Czech o -
slo va kia, Václav Hav el was elect ed Pres i dent;
troops and police in the Roma nian town of Tim -
i soa ra opened fire on thou sands of anti-Gov -
ern ment pro test ers, but on Decem ber 22nd the
Ceau ses cu regime fell, the dic ta tor was arrest -
ed by Roma nian Armed Forc es and exe cut ed
togeth er with his wife; the Nation al Sal va tion
Front head ed by Ion Ilies cu took con trol and
prom ised free elec tions; the Polish Seijm abol -
ished the lead ing role of the Com mu nist Par ty
and restored the country’s name as Repub lic
of Poland; in Pan a ma ten sions between the
U.S. and Pan a ma erupt ed into a mil i tary con -
fron ta tion, U.S. forc es attacked mil i tary instal -
la tions in Pan a ma – Gen er al Manuel Norie ga
who had declared him self Pres i dent on Decem -
ber 16th after a fake elec tion and then declared
war on the U.S., escaped initial ly and took ref -
uge in the Embas sy of the Vat i can, while oppo -
si tion lead er Guil ler mo Enda ra was sworn in
as Pres i dent.

The year of Ger man uni fi ca tion began with
angry dem on stra tors occu py ing the STA SI
(secret ser vice) Head quar ter in East Ber lin,
destroy ing or secur ing 100-thou sands of secret
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1991dos si ers of GDR and West Ger man cit i zens;
Mos cow inter vened in the war between Azer -
bai jan and Arme nia, fol low ing a call for uni fi -
ca tion of the six mil lion Soviet Aze ris with four
mil lion Aze ris liv ing in neigh bour ing Iran, for
fear of inter na tion al isa tion of the con flict; after
27 years in pris on, the most prom i nent rep re -
sen ta tive of Apart heid crit ics, Nel son Man de -
la was free and became the car ri er of hope
for a new South Afri ca with out racial dis crim -
i na tion; Yugo sla via start ed to break up, when
the sit u a tion in Koso vo esca lat ed and the Yugo -
slav Army inter vened to ‘secure the Serb sphere
of influence’; Gen er al Sec re tary Gor ba chev
con ced ed to Chan cel lor Hel mut Kohl the right
of the Ger man peo ple to shape the future of the
coun try; the Bul gar ian Gov ern ment abol ished
the Com mu nist Party’s 44-year monop o ly on
polit i cal pow er, and in an unprec e dent ed
speech to the Ple na ry Ses sion of the Cen tral
Com mit tee of the CPSU Pres i dent Gor ba chev
called for aban don ment of the lead ing role
of the CPSU and the intro duc tion of polit i cal
plu ral ism; in the mar gins of the open ing con -
fer ence on ‘Open Skies’ in Otta wa, agree ment
was reached by NATO and War saw Pact For -
eign Min is ters to dis cuss exter nal aspects of
the estab lish ment of Ger man unity in a ‘Two
plus Four’ frame work; the Lith u a nian Par lia -
ment vot ed to break away from the Soviet
Union and regain its inde pen dence, mark ing
the begin ning of the break up of the Soviet
Union; in their first free elec tions in 40 years
the cit i zens of the GDR gave an over whelm ing
major ity to the con ser va tive ‘Alli ance for Ger-
many’; the Czech o slo vak Gov ern ment ordered
remov al of bor der instal la tions along its fron -
tiers with Aus tria and the Fed er al Repub lic of
Ger ma ny; elec tions in Hun gary result ed in a
deci sive vic to ry for the Hun gar ian Dem o crat -
ic For um; the coali tion Gov ern ment of the
GDR pro nounced itself in favour of uni fi ca -
tion with the Fed er al Repub lic of Ger ma ny
on the basis of the Basic Law of the Fed er al
Repub lic and mem ber ship of the unit ed Ger -
ma ny in NATO; the Lat vian Par lia ment
declared inde pen dence of the Bal tic Repub lic
and the Eston ian Par lia ment mod i fied the
Republic’s name and restored the pre-war
nation al anthem; the For eign Min is ters of both
Ger man states and of the four ‘allied vic to ry
nations’ U.S.A., UK, France and Soviet Union
agreed to the agen da of the ‘Two plus Four’
nego ti a tionswith the goal of Ger man unity and
a path to hand over of allied sov e reign ty rights
to Ger ma ny; fol low ing elec tions in Roma nia,
for mer Com mu nist Gov ern ment mem ber Ion
Ilies cu was elect ed Pres i dent; Hungary’s new
Pre mier, Josef Antall, announced his Govern -
ment’s inten tion to with draw from the War -

saw Trea ty Organ isa tion; Bor is Yelt’sin,
mean while a crit ic of Gor ba chev, was elect ed
Pres i dent of the Rus sian Par lia ment; Par lia -
men tary elec tions in Czech o slo va kia saw the
Civ ic For um and allied par ties win a major ity
in the Fed er al Assem bly; in both Ger man Par -
lia ments the bill on the eco nom i cal, mon e tary
and social U.N.ion between the two Ger man
states was passed, Mon e tary Union between
the Fed er al Repub lic of Ger ma ny and the
Ger man Dem o crat ic Repub lic became law
and the Deutsch mark com mon cur ren cy in both
parts of the coun try; an earth quake dev as tat ed
the North west of Iran and left 40,000 peo ple
dead and 100,000 injured; in a pack age deal in
the Cau ca sus, Pres i dent Gor ba chev agreed to
full sov e reign ty if the two Ger man states got
unit ed and agreed that the unit ed Ger ma ny had
the right to deter mine its mem ber ship in any
alli ance, while Chan cel lor Kohl agreed to
reduce the per son nel strength of unit ed Ger-
many’s Armed Forc es to 370,000 and to sub -
stan tial finan cial com pen sa tion; Iraq invad ed
neigh bour ing Kuwait to secure the country’s
oil fields and gain access to the Per sian Gulf,
more than 11,000 West ern cit i zens were held
hos tage and used as ‘human shields’ in stra te -
gi cal ly impor tant posi tions inside Iraq to pre -
vent a strike by naval forc es gath ered in sur -
round ing inter na tion al waters; the leg is la ture
of the GDR vot ed in favour of uni fi ca tion with
the Fed er al Repub lic of Ger ma ny on Octo ber
3rd and to hold elec tions in the uni fied coun try
on Decem ber 2nd; the For eign Min is ters of the
U.S., the UK, France, the Soviet Union, the
Fed er al Repub lic of Ger ma ny and the Ger man
Dem o crat ic Repub lic signed the ‘Two plus
Four Treaty’ in Mos cow; on Octo ber 3rdGer -
ma ny was unit ed, the GDR and its Armed
Forc es ceased to exist; in the frame work of the
CSCE Sum mit Meet ing in Par is the 22 mem -
ber states of NATO and the War saw Trea ty
Organ isa tion signed a major Trea ty on Con -
ven tion al Armed Forc es in Europe (CFE)
and pub lished a Joint Dec lar a tion on non-
aggres sion, the Heads of State and Gov ern ment
pub lished a Char ter of Par is for a New Europe
and endorsed the adop tion of the Vien na
CSBM Doc u ment, mark ing the end of the
Cold War; the Secur ity Coun cil of the U.N.
passed  U.N.  Res o lu tion  678,  threat en ing
Iraq with mil i tary retal i a tion should it not with -
draw its troops from Kuwait by Jan u ary 15th;
the con ser va tive coali tion under Chan cel lor
Kohl won the first elec tions to the Par lia ment
of unit ed Ger ma ny; Lech Wale sa was elect ed
Pres i dent of Poland; Soviet For eign Min is ter
Edu ard Sche ward nadse resigned, warn ing of
the risk of renewed dic tat or ship in the Soviet
Union.

NATO deployed the ACE Mobile Force to its
South east flank, fol low ing black mail ing of Tur -
key by Iraq; Soviet troops were deployed
around the Lith u a nian cap i tal to enforce man -
da to ry con scrip tion, in response to which
NATO urged Soviet author ities to refrain from
using force in the Bal tic States; after refu sal by
Bagh dad to with draw its forc es from Kuwait
on Jan u ary 17th the sec ond Gulf War began
with air strikes by coali tion forc es from the
U.S., UK, Sau di Ara bia and Kuwait against tar -
gets in Iraq and Kuwait; by attack ing Israel with
SCUD mis siles, Sad dam Huss e in hoped to
draw Israel into the war and there by break up
the coali tion which includ ed Arab coun tries,
but Israel refrained from retal i a tion; Soviet
tank, par a chute and OMAN spe cial forc es
occu pied the TV sta tion in Vil ni us, but attempts
to occu py the Lith u a nian Par lia ment failed
when 10-thou sands peo ple formed a ‘liv ing cor-
don’ around this sym bol of inde pen dence; Pres -
i dents of all three Bal tic States and of the Rus -
sian Par lia ment pro test ed, Soviet Pres i dent
Gor ba chev denied respon sibil ity for the mil -
i tary actionwhich he accred it ed to ‘local com-
manders’; 85% of vot ing Lith u a nians in a pleb -
i scite favoured inde pen dence; on Feb ru ary 24th

coali tion forc es began the ground offen sive into
Kuwait and four days lat er coali tion forc es lib -
er at ed Kuwait – Pres i dent Bush sus pend ed
allied com bat oper a tion, and Iraq accept ed all
12 U.N. Res o lu tions relat ing to the with draw -
al of its forc es from Kuwait; the Soviet leg is la -
ture rat i fied the Trea ty per mit ting Ger man uni -
fi ca tion, for mal ly end ing the author ity of
quad ri par tite arrange ments con cern ing
Ger ma ny intro duced after WW II; com ple tion
of U.S. with draw al of its mis siles from Europe
i.a.w. the INF Trea ty; min ers in Ukraine went
on strike against the dete ri ora tion of liv ing con -
di tions and demand ed res ig na tion of Pres i -
dent Gor ba chev; Alba nia became the last
strong hold of Com mu nism when in the first free
elec tions after 46 years the Com mu nist Labour
Par ty secured a two-third major ity; a Tsu na mi
caused by a trop i cal storm left 140,000 peo ple
dead in Ban gla desh; after 16 years, civ il war
in the Leb a non end edwhen the mili tias hand -
ed in their weap ons and rec og nised the Chris -
tian Pres i dent Eli as Hrawi; the Soviet Union
removed from Europe remain ing SS-20 mis -
siles i.a.w. the INF Trea ty; Par lia ments of Slo -
ve nia and Croa tia pro claimed inde pen dence,
the Yugo slav Defence Min is ter declared his
coun try was in a state of civ il war; after a siege
of Slov en ian cap i tal Ljubl ja na a peace agree -
ment was nego tiat ed by the EC where by the
Fed er al troops would retreat while the dec lar -
a tion of Slov en ian inde pen dence was fro zen by
three months; Bor is Yelt’sinwas elect ed Pres -
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i dent of the Rus sian Fed er a tion; on July 1st

the War saw Trea ty Organ isa tion was offi -
cial ly dis band ed; Rus sian Pres i dent Bor is
Yelt’sin signed a trea ty with Lith u a nia rec og -
nis ing its inde pen dence; the U.S. and Soviet
Pres i dents signed the START Trea ty, reduc -
ing stra te gic nucle ar weap ons; in a coup by a
self-declared anti-reform ist Emer gen cy Coun -
cil, Soviet Pres i dent Gor ba chev was removed
from office, but Rus sian Pres i dent Yelt’sin
organ ised the resis tance and climbed onto bar -
ri cades against tanks try ing to besiege the Rus -
sian Par lia ment and called for a gen er al strike;
the NAC warned the Soviet Union of ‘seri ous
consequences’ if it aban doned reforms, and sus -
pend ed West ern aid pro grammes; the coup col -
lapsed two days lat er and Pres i dent Gor ba chev
returned to Mos cow; the West praised the role
of Bor is Yelt’sin dur ing the cri sis and lift ed the
freeze on aid to the Soviet Union; Bor is Yelt’sin
signed a Decree ban ning all activ ities of the
Com mu nist Par ty in Rus sia, Pres i dent Gor ba -
chev had no pow er to stop him and had to accept
demands by Yelt’sin for the man ning of the
posi tions of the Defence Min is ter, Min is ter of
the Inter i or, and Head of the KGB; Gor ba chev
pro posed that the Com mu nist Par ty be dis -
band ed and resigned as its Gen er al Sec re -
tary; when Gor ba chev indi cat ed that demands
for inde pen dence of seces sion-mind ed repub -
lics could no long er be resist ed, the EC coun -
tries agreed to estab lish dip lo mat ic ties with the
three Bal tic States; the Soviet Con gress of Peo -
ples Dep u ties, before dis band ing, agreed to
hand over key pow ers to the repub lics; U.N.
inspec tors found proof that Iraq had been
close to devel op ing nucle ar weap ons; in a mil -
i tary coup, Pres i dent Aris tide, dem o crat i cal ly
elect ed six months before, was oust ed and had
to leave the coun try; Esto nia, Lat via and Lith -
u a nia became par tic i pat ing CSCE states and
were admit ted to the U.N.; Pres i dent Bush
announced sweep ing cuts in U.S. nucle ar weap -
ons (tac ti cal mis siles to be destroyed and tac ti -
cal weap ons to be removed from ships, sub ma -
rines and land-base air craft), fol lowed by the
same announce ment of Pres i dent Gor ba chev;
nine of the 12 Soviet repub lics (all except Mol -
do va, Azer bai jan and Geor gia) signed an agree -
ment for the for ma tion of an Eco nom ic Union;
NATO Defence Min is ters decid ed to reduce the
stock pile of sub-stra te gic nucle ar weap ons by
approx. 80%; Par lia men tary elec tions in Bul -
gar ia were won for the first time by a non-Com -
mu nist par ty and Phil ip Dim i trov was elect ed
Prime Min is ter; in the civ il war in Yugo sla via
the Serbs were achiev ing mil i tary suc cess, 100-
thou sands of Croa tians became ref u gees;
NATO’s Heads of State and Gov ern ments
pub lished the Alliance’s New Stra te gic Con -

cept and issued the Rome Dec lar a tion on
Peace and Coop er a tion; rep re sen ta tives from
Rus sia, Bel ar us and Ukraine met in Minsk and
agreed to form a Com mon wealth of Inde pen -
dent States (CIS) to suc ceed the Soviet
Union; on Decem ber 20th the inau gu ral meet -
ing of the North Atlan tic Coop er a tion Coun cil
(NACC) was attend ed by 16 NATO coun tries
and nine coun tries of Cen tral and East ern
Europe; a day lat er, 11 of the con stit u ent repub -
lics of the for mer Soviet Union met in Alma-
Ata and signed agree ments creat ing the CIS; on
Decem ber 25thPres i dent Gor ba chev announced
his res ig na tion as Soviet Pres i dent and signed
a Decree relin quish ing his func tion as Com -
mand er-in-Chief of Soviet Forc es – the Sovi-
et Union had ceased to exist.

UNPRO FOR ‘blue helmets’ in the war in for -
mer Yugo sla via were unable to stop eth nic kill -
ings; in Alge ria the Army pre vent ed the fun da -
men tal ist Islam ic Front from tak ing over con -
trol; war in El Sav a dor was end ed and a peace
agree ment signed by U.N. Sec re tary Butros
Butros Gha liwith out a clear win ner; the Sum -
mit Meet ing of the 15-nation U.N. Secur ity
Coun cil was for the first time attend ed by Bor -
is Yelt’sin as Pres i dent of the Rus sian Fed er a -
tion; the CSCE Coun cil rec og nised the Rus sian
Fed er a tion as con tin u a tion of the legal per -
son al ity of the for mer Soviet Union; reforms
in the CIS sup port ed mar ket econ o my, but the
econ o my, infla tion and defla tion of the Rou ble
accel er at ed their decline; eval u a tion in Ger ma -
ny of the STA SI files revealed an unimag ined
extent of super vi sion and repres sion by the for -
mer GDR author ities; the Trea ty of Maas tricht
was signed and marked the tran si tion of the
Euro pe an Com mu nity (EC) to the Euro pe an
Union (EU), for ma tion of a com mon eco nom -
i cal zone by merg ing those of the for mer EFTA
and EC states, and crea tion of a com mon for -
eign and secur ity pol i cy of the EU; but euphor -
ic feel ings were damp ened by non-accep tance
of the Trea ty in a ref e ren dum in Den mark and
only a mar gi nal accep tance in a French ref e ren -
dum; in the fourth CSCE Fol low-up Meet ing
Croa tia, Slo ve nia and Geor gia became par tic i -
pat ing states, the Open Skies Trea ty was signed;
in a ref e ren dum in South Afri ca a two-thirds
major ity of white vot ers was against relin quish -
ing Apart heid, and after a mas sa cre of coloured
cit i zens the ANC stopped con sti tu tion talks with
the white minor ity Gov ern ment; with in the
CIS eth nic war con tin ued in Nogor no-Kar a -
bach, Azerbaijan’s Par lia ment vot ed for leav -
ing the CIS, for mer Soviet For eign Min is ter
Edu ard Sche vard nadse became Head of the
new State Coun cil of Geor gia; in Mol do va a

minor ity con flict erupt ed in the Dnjestr region;
in Albania’s sec ond free elec tions the Dem o -
crat ic Par ty took over from the Social ist suc -
ces sor par ty of the for mer Com mu nists and Sal-
ih Beri sha became Pres i dent; fol low ing rec og -
ni tion of Bos nia-Her zeg o vi na as an inde pen -
dent state by the EU the Serb minor ity declared
a sep ar ate Serb Repub lic of Bos nia-Her zeg o -
vi na, join ing the not rec og nised for mer Yugo -
slav Repub lics of Ser bia and Mon te ne gro;
NATO’s Naval On-Call Force Med i ter ra ne an
was replaced by a Stand ing Naval Force Med -
i ter ra ne an (STA NAV FORMED); in Afghan i -
stan, Com mu nist Pres i dent Nad ji bul lah re -
signed, but fights between the Pash tun and
Tad jik eth nic groups and an Uzbek mili tia
broke out; the NATO Head quar ter saw the first
joint meet ing of the NAC and the Coun cil of
the WEU; the Final Doc u ment of the Oslo
NACC Meet ing wel comed Geor gia and Alba -
nia as mem bers and Fin land as observ er, and
an Extraor di nary Con fer ence estab lished the
obli ga tions of the CFE Trea ty of the eight coun -
tries of the for mer Soviet Union with ter ri to ry
in the area of appli ca tion of the Trea ty; while a
return to democ ra cy in Hai ti was not in sight,
both Kore an Gov ern ments agreed to loos en ing
rules restrict ing the vis it of peo ple between both
coun tries; in Israel, new Pres i dent Yizhak Rabin
and coali tion party lead er For eign Min is ter
Shim on Peres raised hopes for a peace ful set -
tle ment of the Pal es tine prob lem under a
‘land for peace’ plan; Pres i dents Bush and
Yelt’sin agreed to sig nif i cant ly cut nucle ar war -
heads beyond the lim its of the START Trea ty;
after elec tions in the CSFR for a new Fed er al
Par lia ment and the region al Czech and Slo vak
Par lia ments, both win ners (Vaclav Claus in
Prague and Vlad i mir Meciar in Bra tis la va)
decid ed a Fed er a tion of two inde pen dent states
unit ed by a com mon cur ren cy and defence pol -
i cy; Vaclav Hav el, fore run ner for state unity,
resigned as Pres i dent of the CSFR; Bos nian
cap i tal Sar a je vo, cor doned off by Serb troops,
was sup port ed by a U.N. air lift; Bos nia and
Ser bia accused each oth er of intern ing civil -
ians in con cen tra tion camps; fuelled by the
dis ap point ing eco nom ic devel op ment in the
East ern part of Ger ma ny, right wing neo-nazi
youths riot ed against for eign ers and Jew ish
sym bols there by stain ing the rep u ta tion of
democ ra cy in the Fed er al Repub lic of Ger ma -
ny; an Ital ian relief air craft was shot down near
Sar a je vo, and the U.N. start ed mon i tor ing heavy
weap ons in Bos nia and Her zeg o vi na (B&H)
and man dat ed a ‘no-fly’ zone, the mon i tor ing
of which by AWACS air craft was author ised
by the NAC; Can a da, the U.S. and Mex i co
estab lished NAF TA as coun ter part to the EC;
in Ger ma ny costs in sup port of uni fi ca tion
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mount ed, self-depen den cy of econ o my in the
area of the for mer GDR was not mate ri al is ing,
def i cits of the Fed er al and States bud gets were
spi ral ling; the U.S. Sen ate rat i fied the START
Trea ty, cutting U.S. and Rus sian nucle ar forc -
es by one-third; NATO’s new ARRC (Allied
Com mand Europe Rap id Reac tion Corps) was
inau gu rat ed; the CFE Trea ty offi cial ly entered
into force fol low ing rat ifi ca tion by all 29 sig -
na to ry states; Demo crat Bill Clin ton won the
Pres i den tial elec tions in the U.S. against Pres -
i dent George Bush and the inde pen dent can di -
date Ross Per ot; in all parts of Ger ma ny acts of
force against dom i ciles of cit i zens of for eign
ori gin, which sparked off dem on stra tions by a
45km ‘chain of lights’ against intol er ance vis-
à-vis for eign ers; Pres i dent Yelt’sin fought for
his polit i cal sur vi val when the (nev er legit i -
mat ed) Con gress of Peo ples Dep u ties (dom i -
nat ed by for mer Com mu nists) refused to sup -
port the reform course of Prime Min is ter Yegor
Gai dar; after a com pro mise which includ ed to
hold a ref e ren dum about eco nom ic reforms in
April 1993, Vic tor Cher no myr din was accept -
ed as new Prime Min is ter; the world became
aware of Serb atroc ities against Bos nian Mus -
lim wom en and chil dren; U.N. Sec re tary Gen -
er al request ed from NATO con tin gen cy plans
for mil i tary oper a tions in for mer Yugo sla via.

The Czech Repub lic and the Repub lic of Slo -
vak ia became inde pen dent states; Pres i dent
Yelt’sin and out go ing Pres i dent Bush signed
the START II Trea ty in Mos cow, by elim i nat -
ing all mul ti ple war head inter con ti nen tal bal -
lis tic mis siles and reduc ing their stra te gic nucle -
ar stock piles by two-thirds; the Chem i cal
Weap ons Con ven tion, com plete ly ban ning
chem i cal weap ons, was signed by 127 nations;
NATO con duct ed the first Cri sis Man age ment
Pro ced u ral Exer cise CMX; the NAC direct ed
NATO mil i tary author ities to devel op con tin -
gen cy options for pos sible imple men ta tion of
a U.N. peace plan for B&H; first bomb attack
against New York’s World Trade Cen tre, alleg -
ed ly planned and con duct ed by an Islam ic
group around Sheikh Omar Abdel Rah man;
North Korea eject ed inspec tors from the
Inter na tion al Atom ic Ener gy Agen cy and
announced its inten tion to with draw from the
Nucle ar Non-Pro life ra tion Trea ty; after nego -
ti a tions that led to con ces sions to Den mark, in
a sec ond ref e ren dum the Dan ish peo ple accept -
ed the Maas tricht Trea ty; the Bos nian Serbs
under Radov an Karad zic reject ed the Vance-
Owen Peace Plan; at a joint ses sion of the NAC
and WEU, the two organ isa tions approved a
sin gle com mand and con trol arrange ment for
com bined NATO/WEU naval oper a tions in the

Adri at ic for enforce ment of U.N. embar goes
against Ser bia and Mon te ne gro; under alle ga -
tions that the Ira qi Secret Ser vice had planned
the assas si na tion of for mer Pres i dent Bush,
Pres i dent Clin ton ordered an attack of the Ira -
qi Secret Ser vice HQ in Bagh dad with TOM -
A HAWK cruise mis siles from US Navy ships
in the Red Sea; the U.N. Secur ity Coun cil
approved deploy ment of 300 U.S. troops to the
For mer Yugo slav Repub lic of Mac e do nia
(FYROM) to join the 700 ‘blue helmets’ to pre -
vent the con flict from spread ing; Israel start ed
an offen sive in the claimed secur ity zone in
South Leb a non against fun da men tal ist Hiz bol -
lah organ isa tion; the NAC approved air
strikes in B&H to be imple ment ed on the
author isa tion of the U.N. Sec re tary Gen er al; an
earth quake in South India left dead between
21,000 and 35,000 peo ple; troops loy al to Pres -
i dent Yelt’sin pound ed the Rus sian Par lia ment,
end ing a coup by con ser va tives led by Parlia-
ment’s Pres i dent Rus lan Chas bu la tov; Pres i -
dent Yelt’sin strength ened in a draft con sti tu -
tion al amend ment the pow er of the Repub lics
and auton o mous regions which had sup port ed
him dur ing his con fron ta tion with Par lia ment;
elect ed Pres i dent Ber trant Aris tide of Hai ti was
not allowed by the mil i tary Jun ta to return to
the coun try; the first mul ti-par ty Par lia men tary
elec tions in Rus sia since 1917 accept ed with a
nar row mar gin the new con sti tu tion with a 2-
cham ber Par lia ment (Duma low er house and
Fed er a tion Coun cil upper house), but the emer -
gence of the ultra-nation al ist par ty under
Vlad i mir Shir i nov sky as strong est par ty,
demand ing the re-insti tu tion of the Rus sian
Empire includ ing the Bal tic States, alarmed the
West.

At the Brus sels Sum mit, Heads of State and
Gov ern ment of NATO launched Part ner ship
for Peace (PfP), issu ing invi ta tions to all
NACC part ner coun tries and CSCE states able
to par tic i pate, the PfP Frame work Doc u ment
and Com bined Joint Task Force (CJTF) Con -
cept were endorsed; the Pres i dents of the U.S.,
Rus sia and Ukraine signed a tri lat er al agree -
ment on the trans fer of Ukrai nian nucle ar war -
heads to Rus sia and asso ciat ed com pen sa tion
and secur ity assis tance; Rus sian Pres i dent
Yelt’sin and U.S. Pres i dent Clin ton signed an
accord end ing the tar get ing of long-range nucle -
ar mis siles at each other’s coun try; four weeks
after the Brus sels meet ing, Roma nia, Lith u a -
nia, Poland, Esto nia, Hun gary, Ukraine, Slo -
vak ia, Bul gar ia, and Lat via had already joined
PfP, becom ing the NATO suc cess sto ry; in
Afghan i stan the armis tice end edwhen rebels
fired mis siles on Kabul, kill ing hun dreds of

civil ians, and ‘war lords’ and dif fer ent ‘mud-
jaheddin’ groups start ed fight ing each oth er;
four war planes vio lat ing the ‘no fly’ zone in
Bos nia-Her zeg o vi na were shot down by Alli -
ance jets in NATO’s first com bat action since
its estab lish ment in 1949; a U.N. ulti ma tum
for the with draw al of heavy weap ons from the
troops besieg ing Sar a je vo (threat en ing NATO-
use of pow er and sup port ed by Rus sian nego -
tia tors) led to the Serbs com ing round; how ev -
er, while con ces sions were made end ing the
siege of Tuz la and Maglaj, pres sure was raised
on the U.N.-declared Mus lim safe ty zone of
Goraz de; with out hav ing achieved a solu tion
in Somal ia, U.N. and U.S. forc es left the
coun try; the EU was extend ed by the acces -
sion of for mer EFTA coun tries Aus tria, Fin -
land and Swe den; EFTA (with remain ing coun -
tries Island, Swit zer land, and Liech ten stein)
was no long er viable and got dis solved; after
32 years of White regimes in South Afri ca,
with Nel son Man de la the first anti-Apart -
heid pol i ti cian became Pres i dent; fol low ing
a request from UNPRO FOR, NATO air craft
pro vid ed close air sup port (CAS) to U.N. per -
son nel in Goraz de, a U.N.-des ig nat ed ‘safe
haven’ in B&H – dur ing these CAS oper a tions,
a Brit ish SEA HAR RI ER air craft was shot
down by Serb air defence forc es; in response to
requests from the U.N. Sec re tary Gen er al, the
NAC took fur ther deci sions regard ing the use
of air pow er to pro tect U.N. per son nel through -
out B&H and U.N.-des ig nat ed safe are as; the
PfP Coor di na tion Cell (PCC) opened in Mons;
in Cai ro, Yit zak Rabin and Yas ser Ara fat signed
an agree ment on the auton o my of Pal es tin ians
in the occu pied zones of Jer i cho and Gaza as
nucle us of a Pal es tine state; in Rwan da, civ il
war between Tut si tribes and Hutu Gov ern ment
troops led to a gen o cide with an esti mat ed
500,000 vic tims and no com mit ment of the
‘free world’ to inter vene; after just over six
months, with the sig na ture by Rus sia the 21st

coun try had already joined NATO’s PfP; in
Ger ma ny, the Fed er al Con sti tu tion al Court
removed con sti tu tion al objec tions to Ger man
par tic i pa tion in U.N., NATO or WEU peace -
keep ing mis sions ‘out-of-area’; hav ing left
Esto nia and Ber lin, Rus sian troops com plet -
ed their with draw al from the Bal tic States
and from Ger ma ny; the U.S., UK and France
with drew remain ing Allied troops from Ber -
lin, end ing the post-WW II phase of Ger man
his to ry; the Eston ian fer ry “Esto nia” sank in the
Bal tic Sea south of Fin land, renew ing dis cus -
sions about the safe ty of ro-ro ships; in Hai ti, a
U.S. inva sion to re-insti tute Pres i dent Aris tide
was avert ed in the last min ute after a show of
force by three U.S. CJTF Task Forc es and suc -
cess ful nego ti a tions by ex-Pres i dent Jim my
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1996 
1995 

  
 

 
Cart er; in Novem ber, NATO air craft attacked
an air field in Serb-held Croa tia at the request
of UNPRO FOR, and fol low ing attacks against
NATO air craft NATO forc es car ried out air
strikes against a Serb SAM site i.a.w. self-
defence meas ures pre vi ous ly announced; a
peace agree ment between Israel and Jor dan
for mal ly end ed war between both coun tries that
began in 1948 with the estab lish ment of the
State of Israel; in order to achieve a lift ing of
eco nom ic sanc tions against Iraq, Sad dam Huss -
e in rein forced the 55,000 troops sta tioned at the
Kuwai ti bor der by 16,000 mem bers of the elite
Repub li can Guards; in a new ref e ren dum, Nor -
way reject ed mem ber ship in the EU again, with
an even high er major ity than in 1972; the EU
Sum mit prom ised to the can di dates in East ern
Europe pos sible join ing to the EU but with out
spec i fy ing a defin i tive time table; at the CSCE
Meet ing of Heads of State and Gov ern ment, the
CSCE was renamed Organ isa tion for Secur -
ity and Coop er a tion in Europe (OSCE),
START I entered into force by the exchange of
rat ifi ca tion doc u ments between Pres i dents
Clin ton/US, Yelt’sin/Rus sia, Kutch ma/Uk raine,
Lu ka chen ko/Bel ar us, and Naser ba jev/ Ka z ach -
 stan; in B&H the U.N. ‘blue hel mets’ were
unable to end fight ing, Ser bian air craft con tin -
ued to bomb the enclave Bihac in vio la tion of
all U.N. res o lu tions; Pres i dent Yelt’sin start -
ed an inva sion of Chech nya to quie ten call for
inde pen dence, rais ing fear in the West of a turn
away of Rus sia from democ ra cy.

On Jan u ary 1st, a frag ile four months cease-
fire in B&H began, Swe den, Fin land and Aus -
tria became mem bers of the EU, and the World
Trade Organ isa tion (WTO) was estab lished as
suc ces sor of GATT; the 1993 U.N. Chem i cal
Weap ons Con ven tion (CWC) failed to be
enact ed, only 20 coun tries (instead of the 65
required) had rat i fied the trea ty; the fall of Groz -
ny brought no peace to Chech nya, in Azer bai -
jan Arme ni an troops con tin ued their ad vanc es,
and in Geor gia the Mus lim peo ple of Abcha -
sia, Adjar and South Osse tia con tin ued their
fight against Tif lis; NATO approved a dia logue
with Egypt, Israel, Mau ri ta nia, Moroc co and
Tuni sia to com bat the threat of Islam ic fun da -
men tal ism; Croa tia formed a mil i tary alli ance
with the Mus lim Croat Fed er a tion, UNPRO -
FOR remained in Croa tia; the Turk ish Army
began a major offen sive against Kurd PKK fol -
low ers into North Iraq; the last ‘blue helmet’
per son nel left Somal ia, where war lord Aididh
seized the oppor tu nity to pro claim him self
Head of State; in Japan, the Sect Aum Shin ri
Kyo com mit ted an attack with nerve gas in
the Tokyo Metro, fol lowed by sim i lar attacks

in oth er cit ies; in response to requests from the
U.N., NATO air craft attacked a Bos nian Serb
ammu ni tion depot near Pale; in a car bomb
attack, the Fed er al build ing in Okla ho ma City
was destroyed by attack ers believed to belong
the right-extre mist front in the U.S.; in Rwan -
da fights between Tut sis and Hutus con tin ued;
in Mos cow, 50 years after the end of WW II,
vic tors and defeat ed com mem orat ed the dead
of the war, but in protest against the occu pa tion
of Chech nya, Pres i dents Clin ton and Mit ter -
rant, Prime Min is ter Major and Chan cel lor
Kohl did not attend the mil i tary parade; Wash -
ing ton-Mos cow rela tions were shad owed by
con tro ver sies over Rus sian deliv er ies of reac -
tor parts to Iran and nucle ar sci en tists assist ing
Teh ran, and plans for NATO enlarge ment to
the East; how ev er, Rus sia assured that fight ing
in Chech nya was prac ti cal ly over, and that it
would con tin ue to coop er ate with NATO with -
in the frame work of PfP while favour ing a
strength en ing of the OSCE to take over the role
of NATO, ren der ing unnec es sary NATO’s
expan sion; in Pale, U.N. hos tag es were used as
‘liv ing shields’ against NATO air attacks; in
response, NATO agreed to send a rap id reac -
tion force to for mer Yugo sla via for the pro tec -
tion of ‘blue helmets’; Sre bren i ca received
heavi est shell ing since being declared a U.N.
‘safe haven’ area; the U.N. War Crime Tri bu -
nal for mal ly indict ed Karad zic and Gen er al
Mlad ic with charg es of gen o cide and crimes
against human ity; the Croa tian Army drove
Serb troops from the so-called Serb Repub lic
of Kra ji na; NATO air craft attacked tar gets in
the Sre bren i ca area of B&H; on August 1st,
NATO launched Oper a tion DELIB ER ATE
FORCE, attack ing Serb posi tions with air -
craft and artil lery in response to the shell ing of
Sar a je vo, and sus pend ed it on Sep tem ber 1st

after agree ment by the Serbs to with draw heavy
weap ons from a 20km zone around Sar a je vo,
but resumed air attacks in reac tion to renewed
vio la tions of ‘safe havens’ by the Serbs; NATO
approved a study on NATO Enlarge ment out -
lin ing mem ber ship require ments for coun tries
want ing to join the Alli ance; despite a restrict -
ed test ban of nucle ar bomb tests and under
world-wide pro tests, French Pres i dent Chi rac
ordered the test of a nucle ar bomb; Israel with -
drew its forc es from West Jor dan; NATO’s
Sec re tary Gen er al Claes resigned over alle ga -
tions of cor rup tion con cern ing a dona tion by
Ital ian air craft build ers Agus ta to his Bel gian
Social ist Par ty in return for a lucra tive order,
and was fol lowed by Yavi er Sola na; Can a da
vot ed only by a small mar gin for main tain ing
the country’s unity; in Poland, ex-Com mu nist
Alek sand er Kwas niew ski mar gi nal ly won in
Pres i den tial elec tions over Lech Wale sa; Croats

and Serbs agreed to place East ern Sla vo nia
under Croat admin is tra tion, Serb SAM sites
were attacked by NATO air craft, and a cease-
fire in Bos nia came into effect; in Israel, Prime
Min is ter Yit zak Rabin was assas si nat ed, his
funer al became a con fes sion for peace in the
Mid dle-East; nego ti a tions led by U.S. dip lo mat
Rich ard Hol brooke led to Bos nian peace talks
in Day ton/Ohio that brought to an end war
in Bos nia, the U.N. Secur ity Coun cil sus pend -
ed sanc tions on the for mer Yugo sla via; B&H
con tin ued as a state with in its present bor ders,
with two parts, the Mus lim-Croat Fed er a tion
(51% of the ter ri to ry) and the Serb Repub lic of
Bos nia (49%, with Pale and Sre bren i ca), and
Sar a je vo remain ing the undi vid ed cap i tal of
Bos nia; US Sec re tary of Defence Perry and his
Rus sian coun ter part Gen er al Gra chev dis -
cussed par tic i pa tion of Rus sian forc es in IFOR;
Min is ters of For eign Affairs and Defence of the
WEU met in Madrid and affirmed the objec -
tive of devel op ing the WEU as Euro pe an pil -
lar in NATO; NATO endorsed the deploy ment
of 60,000 troops in Bos nia; U.S. troops arrived
in Tuz la and the U.N. hand ed over com mand
of mil i tary oper a tions in Bos nia to NATO;
France announced that it would resume its seat
in the NATO Mil i tary Com mit tee, with the
French Defence Min is ter reg u lar ly attend ing
the DPC and oth er meet ings; Pres i dents Mil -
o sev ic/Ser bia, Izet be gov ic/Bos nia and Tudj -
man/Croa tia signed the Bos nian Peace
Agree ment; the U.N. Secur ity Coun cil adopt -
ed Res o lu tion 1031 on the estab lish ment of a
Mul ti lat er al Mil i tary Imple men ta tion Force
IFOR, and deploy ment of NATO-led IFOR to
Bos nia began; Pres i dent Clin ton vis it ed North -
ern Ire land and initiat ed a peace pro cess.

Head of the PLO Yas ser Ara fat was elect ed
Chair man of the Pal es tine Auton o my Coun cil,
his ‘Fatah’ gained a clear major ity in the for -
um; the Rus sian Par lia ment approved deploy -
ment of Rus sian forc es to Bos nia to join
NATO-led IFOR peace keep ing mis sions
author ised by the U.N. Secur ity Coun cil; the
Rus sian Fed er a tion joined the Euro pe an Coun -
cil; U.S. Sen ate rat i fied the START II Trea ty;
the so-called ‘White wa ter Affair’ of Bill Clin -
ton dur ing his time as Gov ern or of Arkan sas
bur dened the rep u ta tion of the Pres i dent; the
IRA denounced the armis tice with a bomb
attack in Lon don; France abol ished con scrip -
tion; the mil i tary imple men ta tion of the Day -
ton Agree ment began, bur dened by an exo dus
of Serbs from Sar a je vo; the town of Mostar
became the ‘lit mus test’ for the abil ity of Mus -
lims and Croats to live togeth er in a Fed er a tion;
for the first time since 1982, the Israe li Air
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1998 
1997 

Force attacked tar gets in Bei rut, assumed to be
‘Hizbollah’ bas es; civ il war in Libe ria erupt ed;
the con ser va tive Israe li pol i ti cian Ben ja min
Netan ja hu won the first direct elec tions for
Prime Min is ter against Shim on Peres; fol low -
ing ter mi na tion of the U.N. arms embar go on
for mer Yugo sla via, NATO Oper a tion
SHARP GUARD in the Adri at ic was sus -
pend ed; in protest to U.S. pres ence in the Gulf
region, liv ing quar ters of U.S. per son nel in
Dhah ran/Sau di Ara bia were destroyed by a car
bomb; Pres i dent Yelt’sin was re-elect ed, win -
ning over Com mu nist chal leng er Gen na di Sju -
ga nov only after Gen er al Lebed (who had come
a close third) called his fol low ers to sup port
Yelt’sin, and a month lat er an agree ment
signed on end ing the con flict in Chech nya
was bro kered by Yelt’sin’s Secur ity Advis or
Gen er al Lebed; Islam ic fun da men tal ists occu -
pied Afghan cap i tal Kabul and the ‘Taliban’
(hav ing left Paki stan exile) estab lished a sup -
pres sive relig ious regime intro duc ing the
‘Sharia’, exe cut ing polit i cal oppo nents; how -
ev er, ex-Pres i dent Rab ba na and his Pre mier
Hek mat yar assem bled oppo si tion forc es in a
North ern prov ince secured by ‘war lord’ Mas -
sud; the North of Afghan i stan was held by
Uzbek lead er Dos tum; Chi na, France, the UK,
U.S. and Rus sia signed a Com pre hen sive
Nucle ar Test Ban Trea ty, but India blocked its
imple men ta tion; con struc tion of a tun nel under
the ‘Tem ple Mount’ in Jeru sa lem lead to the
out break of heavi est fight ing in the last two
years; fol low ing advanc es of Ira qi troops in
Kurd regions in the North, the U.S. bombed
mil i tary instal la tions in the South ern no-fly
zone in sup port of the Dem o crat ic Par ty Kur -
di stan and pro-Ira nian Patri ot ic Union Kur di -
stan; the South ern no-fly zone had been extend -
ed by the U.S. to the 33rd par allel; U.N. Sec re -
tary Gen er al Butros Butros Gha li inau gu rat ed
in Ham burg the Inter na tion al Tri bu nal of the
Law at Sea; East Tim or, where a Chris tian
minor ity was sup pressed by Mus lims, aimed at
peace ful ly achiev ing inde pen dence, but Indo -
ne sian Pres i dent Suhar to refused nego ti a tions
with Bish op Belo, lead er of the inde pen dence
move ment in East Tim or; in New York the
Dow-Jones Index for the first time moved
above the 6,000 mark, fol lowed by all major
Stock Exchange indi ces around the world,
based on pos i tive expec ta tions of a favour able
turn of the econ o my in the U.S.; due to the
growth of U.S. econ o my dur ing his first term,
Pres i dent Clin tonwas re-elect ed for a sec ond
term but faced a Repub li can major ity in Con -
gress; Pres i dent Yelt’sin recov ered from a by-
pass oper a tion; in Bul gar ian and Roma nian
elec tions the Social ists lost influ ence to a lib -
er al union and dem o crat ic con ven tion respec -

tive ly; Gha na ian dip lo mat Kofi Annan suc ceed -
ed Butros Butros Gha li, who could not secure
a sec ond term as Sec re tary Gen er al of the U.N.
due to a U.S. veto; the EU Heads of State and
Gov ern ment agreed to the cri te ria to guar an tee
the stabil ity of the Euro.

Israel with drew from Heb ron in West Jor dan;
Chief of Gen er al Staff Aslan Mask ha dov, sup -
port ed by Mos cow although also fight ing for
inde pen dence from Rus sia, was elect ed Pres i -
dent of Chech nya; regard ing chang es to the
CFE Trea ty, NATO accept ed the prin ci ple of
lim its on arsen als of indi vid u al coun tries as
opposed to regions, and on hav ing ter ri to ri al
rath er than nation al lim its on troop deploy ment,
effec tive ly pre vent ing NATO from mass ing
troops in one par tic u lar area near Rus sian bor -
ders; fol low ing approv al by the U.S. Sen ate,
the Con ven tion on Chem i cal Weap ons came
into force; in the UK, Labour Lead er Tony Blair
had a sweep ing vic to ry in the gen er al elec tions
to become the ‘Prime Min is ter of Change’; Rus -
sian For eign Min is ter Yev ghe ni Prim a kov and
NATO Sec re tary Gen er al Javi er Sola na signed
the ‘Found ing Act on Mutu al Rela tions,
Coop er a tion and Secur ity between NATO
and the Rus sian Fede ra tion’, which removed
Rus sian objec tions to NATO enlarge ment, and
in the mar gins of NATO For eign Min is ters
meet ing in Sin tra/Por tu gal, Sola na and Ukrai -
nian For eign Min is ter Udo ven ko initialled a
‘Char ter for a Dis tinc tive Part ner ship
Between NATO and Ukraine’; in Zaire, rebel
lead er Kabi la oust ed Head of State Mobu to and
re-named the coun try to become the ‘Dem o -
crat ic Repub lic Congo’; Roma nia and Ukraine
signed a Trea ty of Friend ship and Coop er a tion;
after elec tions for the Nation al Assem bly in
France, Con ser va tive Pres i dent Chi rac had to
coop er ate with Social ist Prime Min is ter Jos -
pin; Rus sia joined the ‘G7’ sum mit, here after
‘G8’; after 156 years of Brit ish rul ing, the
crown col o ny of Hong Kong was returned to
Chi na; fol low ing the invi ta tion of Poland,
Hun gary and the Czech Repub lic to join
NATO, acces sion talks began; meet ing of the
Heads of State and Gov ern ment of NATO and
Coop er a tion Part ners in the frame work of the
Euro-Atlan tic Part ner ship Coun cil (EAPC),
suc ces sor to the NACC; the first meet ing of the
NATO-Rus sia Per ma nent Joint Coun cil
(PJC) agreed to pro ced u ral and organ isa tion al
arrange ments; Russia’s first non-mil i tary
Defence Min is ter Igor Ser gey ev agreed that
Rus sia would send a mil i tary liai son offi cer to
the NATO HQ, and short ly after Lieu ten ant
Gen er al Zavar zinwas appoint ed Russia’s first
Mil Rep; at the request of the High Rep re sen ta -

tive in Bos nia, SFOR (suc ces sor sta bil isa tion
force to IFOR) took action against Ser bian radio
and TV sta tions, fol low ing vio la tions and mis -
use; Ukraine and Hun gary became the first non-
NATO coun tries to open dip lo mat ic mis sions
to the Alli ance; Hun gar ians vot ed over whelm -
ing ly in a ref e ren dum to join NATO; NATO
For eign Min is ters signed Pro to cols of Acces -
sion for the Czech Repub lic, Hun gary and
Poland in the pres ence of their respec tive For -
eign Min is ters.

Inau gu ra tion of the NATO Doc u men ta tion
Cen tre for Euro pe an Secur ity Issues in Mos -
cow; with sig na ture of an agree ment between
U.N. Sec re tary Gen er al Kofi Annan and Ira qi
Vice Head of Gov ern ment Tarik Assis, Iraq
agreed to unre strict ed access of weap ons
inspec tors to all Pres i den tial pal ac es where
WMD could be stored, avert ing mil i tary inter -
ven tion; dur ing the elec tions in the Koso vo
‘President’ Ibra him Rugo va was re-instat ed,
Serb secur ity forc es attacked Alba nian Kos o -
vars and start ed ‘eth nic cleansing’, result ing
in an exo dus of Alba nian Kos o vars from their
homes; a U.N. envoy report ed delib er ate kill -
ings of flee ing Alba nians; the U.N. Secur ity
Coun cil announced a weap ons embar go for
Ser bia and banned the land ing of planes of
Yugo slav air line JAT in the EU; NATO and
Rus sia con demned nucle ar tests con duct ed by
India and Paki stan; Pres i dent Clin ton faced
impeach ment pro ce dures fol low ing rev e la tions
that under oath he had not admit ted to have had
sex u al rela tions with an assist ant, but the U.S.
pop u la tion in a clear vote against impeach ment
strength ened the posi tion of the President’s par -
ty in Con gress; the NATO-Rus sia PJC agreed
to con tin ue NATO-Rus sia coop er a tion in
SFOR and con demned Belgrade’s use of force
in Koso vo as well as attacks by Kos o var extre -
mists; in Rus sia, Pres i dent Yelt’sin was
unable to bring through his can di date for
Prime Min is ter against the Duma and had to
accept his third choice Yev ge ni Prim a kov for
Pre mier; the NAC approved the issu ing of an
acti va tion warn ing (ACT WARN) for both a
lim it ed air option and a phased air cam paign in
Koso vo; in Ger ma ny, the 16-year ‘era Kohl’
end ed when his Con ser va tive Gov ern ment lost
in the gen er al elec tions and hand ed over pow -
er to a ‘Red-Green’ Gov ern ment under Chan -
cel lor Gerh ard Schröder; in the absence of
com pli ance by the Fed er al Repub lic of Yugo -
sla via with U.N.SCR 1199, the NAC issued
acti va tion orders (ACTORD) after approx.
96 hours; NATO Sec re tary Gen er al Sola na,
accom pa nied by Chair man Mil i tary Com mit -
tee Gen er al Nau mann and SACEUR Gen er al
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2000

1999 

Clark vis it ed Bel grade and insist ed upon full
and imme di ate com pli ance by Pres i dent Mil o -
sev ic with UNSCR 1199 relat ing to Koso vo;
dead line for com pli ance was extend ed while
NATO and Rus sia hoped for a dip lo mat ic solu -
tion, and after com pro mis es by Pres i dent Mil -
o sev ic mil i tary action was avert ed; in response
to a report by the Head of U.N. Arms Con trol
Com mis sion UNSCOM in Iraq, U.S. and UK
forc es began a four day air attack against
mil i tary tar gets in Iraq.

Air attacks by U.S. forc es were con duct ed
against mil i tary tar gets near Bas ra, in response
to vio la tions of the South ern ‘no-fly zone’;
NATO con demned a mas sa cre of Koso vo
Alba nians by Serb forc es in Racak and called
on Yugo slav author ities to coop er ate ful ly with
the Inter na tion al Crim i nal Tri bu nal for the For -
mer Yugo sla via (ICTY) i.a.w. U.N. res o lu tions;
NATO-Rus sian PJC re-viewed the dete ri orat -
ing Koso vo sit u a tion and re-affirmed full sup -
port to the OSCE ver ifi ca tion mis sion, call ing
on all par ties to end vio lence; the NAC author -
ised air strikes on the ter ri to ry of the Fed er -
al Repub lic of Yugo sla via and del e gat ed
author ity for imple men ta tion to the Sec re tary
Gen er al of NATO in case of non-com pli ance;
as the dead lines approached for the con clu sion
of the Ram bouil let nego ti a tions on Koso vo, the
NAC re-empha sized that NATO’s forc es
were ready to take what ev er meas ures were
nec es sary to avert a human i tar ian catas -
trophe in Koso vo; both Polish cham bers of
Par lia ment vot ed over whelm ing ly in favour of
NATO mem ber ship; the U.S. Sen ate acquit ted
Pres i dent Clin ton from all indict ment charg es
when the nec es sary two-third major ity for
impeach ment was clear ly missed; while the
Koso vo Alba nians signed the peace agree ment
for mu lat ed by the six-nation Con tact Group,
the Serbs resist ed sig na ture – Mil o sev ic nev er
thought NATO would bomb his coun try with -
out an explic it U.N. Man date; on March 24th

NATO start ed air attacks on the Fed er al
Repub lic of Yugo sla via, which were con tro -
ver sial from an Inter na tion al Law point of view
but jus ti fied by the need to avoid a human i tar -
ian catas trophe in Koso vo, to pre vent con tin -
ued gen o cide by the Serbs and the spread of
instabil ity in the region; the 50th Anni ver sary
of NATO was cel e brat ed in Wash ing ton
D.C., the three new Alli ance mem bers were
offi cial ly wel comed in the Alli ance, an updat -
ed Stra te gic Con cept was adopt ed, and the
deter mi na tion was expressed to con tin ue
with the air cam paign until the five con di -
tions of the inter na tion al com mu nity were
met; in Israel Ehud Barakwon in a direct elec -

tion for Prime Min is ter, reliev ing Natan ja hu;
Pres i dent Yelt’sin dis missed Prim a kov and
replaced him as Prime Min is ter by Ser gej Step -
a chin; dur ing a night air attack the Chi nese
embas sy in Bel grade was inad ver tent ly
bombed, lead ing to large scale pro tests in Chi -
na; on June 10th, NATO Sec re tary Gen er al
Sola na sus pend ed air oper a tions after 78
days and nights when Pres i dent Mil o sev ic
agreed to with draw his troops from Koso vo;
the U.N. Secur ity Coun cil author ised the
deploy ment of an inter na tion al force (KFOR)
to Koso vo, with NATO as its core; ten days lat -
er NATO Sec re tary Gen er al Sola na
announced that all Serb mil i tary and police
forc es had left Koso vo in com pli ance with the
Mil i tary Tech ni cal Agree ment; NATO’s Sec -
re tary Gen er al Sola na was select ed by the EU
to become the first High Rep re sen ta tive for the
Com mon For eign and Secur ity Pol i cy, to be
replaced as Sec re tary Gen er al NATO by Lord
George Rob ert son; for the fifth time in 18
months Pres i dent Yelt’sin changed his Prime
Min is ter when he pre sent ed Vlad i mir Putin
as new Head of Gov ern ment; in East Tim or
where ter ror ruled after the vote for inde pen -
dence, the first U.N. troops were land ed to pac -
i fy the cri sis region; the Koso vo Lib er a tion
Army UCK was demil it ar ised and a mul ti-eth -
nic Koso vo Pro tec tion Corps estab lished; in
Chech nya, in response to bomb ings by Cau ca -
sus sep ar at ists in Rus sia, war broke out again
with attacks on Groz ny; in Rus sia, the posi tion
of Pre mier Putin was strength ened when the
par ties sup port ing the Krem lin gained addi tion -
al seats, although the Com mu nists remained the
strong est fac tion; Por tu gal hand ed over Macao
to Chi na, and the U.S. left the Pan a ma zone;
Croat Pres i dent Tudj man died; ill ness-strick en
Pres i dent Yelt’sin resigned on the last day of
the year and hand ed over pow er to Pre mier
Putin as inter im Pres i dent.

The begin ning of the new Mil len ni um saw
Groz ny being con quered by Rus sian troops, but
war con tin ued in the South of Chech nya; Par -
lia ment elec tions in Iran strength ened the posi -
tion of reform ists around Pres i dent Kha ta mi;
Stipe Mes ic became new Pres i dent of Croa tia;
EU boy cott of Aus tria because of the coali tion
of Chan cel lor Schüssel with right wing Gov -
ern or Haid er was answered by Vien na with a
boy cott of the EU in impor tant issues – this
stale mate end ed Aus tria being ‘cornered’ by
the EU; ex-Dic ta tor Pino chet returned to Chile
from Lon don where he was arrest ed, and faced
indict ment, the out come of which was doubt -
ful how ev er due to his state of health; dur ing a
vis it by Pres i dent Clin ton to India, which was

over-shad owed by the India-Paki stan nucle ar
arma ments race, he called for a peace ful solu -
tion of the Kash mir con flict by both coun tries;
Vlad i mir Putin, seen by most peo ple as ‘res -
cuer of the nation’, was over whelm ing ly elect -
ed new Pres i dent of the Rus sian Fed er a tion;
Putin came from the KGB and FSB before
Yelt’sin made him his Prime Min is ter; as Head
of the FSB he was respon sible for heavy-hand -
ed actions in Chech nya, after hav ing strong ly
crit i cized the con duct of the 1994-96 war by his
pre de ces sor; Putin announced his for mer Min -
is ter of Finance Mikhail Kas ja nov as his suc -
ces sor as Prime Min is ter; the Duma and Fed -
er a tion Coun cil rat i fied the START II Trea -
ty; Croa tia became 48th mem ber of the EAPC
and joined PfP; Israel with drew its forc es from
South Leb a non; hopes for peace in North ern
Ire land and Eri trea were fuelled, and talks by
both Kore an lead ers in Pyon gyang sent encour -
ag ing sig nals; upon pay ment of US$1M for
each hos tage by Lib ya all six hos tag es tak en by
the Phi lip pine ter ror ist group Abu Sayy at on
the island of Jolo returned home after 142 days;
the Rus sian nucle ar sub ma rine “Kursk” was
lost in the Bar ent Sea, after initial alle ga tions
that a U.S. sub ma rine was involved in a col li -
sion, the Rus sian Navy admit ted that explo sion
of a tor pe do caused the acci dent and loss of the
crew; fol low ing con test ed elec tions, pro tests in
Bel grade and the occu pa tion of the Fed er al Par -
lia ment, Vojis lav Kos tu ni ca, lead er of the dem -
o crat ic oppo si tion of Ser bia was inter na tion al -
ly rec og nised as new Pres i dent of Yugo sla -
via, forc ing Slob o dan Mil o sev ic from office;
the OSCE declared mod er ate Ibra him Rugo va
win ner of munic i pal elec tions in Koso vo; Pres -
i dent Kwas niew ski was re-elect ed Pres i dent in
Poland; recip ro cal prov o ca tions and acts of vio -
lence brought hopes for peace between Israel
and Pal es tine to a new ‘low’; in the port of
Aden, sui cide ter ror ists caused sub stan tial
dam age to USS “Cole” and the death of 17
sail ors; Yugo sla via was admit ted to the OSCE
as 55th par tic i pat ing state; gen er al elec tions in
B&H result ed in sig nif i cant gains for nation al -
ist par ties in all three eth nic groups; dur ing the
Sum mit Meet ing of the EU, Heads of State and
Gov ern ment adopt ed fur ther meas ures to
strength en the Euro pe an pol i cy on secur ity and
defence, estab lished arrange ments for con sul -
ta tion and coop er a tion between NATO and the
EU, and cleared the path for the next (and larg -
est) round of EU enlarge ment; ex-Com mu nist
Ion Illes cu (who had been Pres i dent from 1990-
1996) was elect ed Pres i dent of Roma nia; after
uncer tain ties and con tro ver sies over the count -
ing of votes – a win for the Demo crat can di date
Al Gore in ‘pop u lar votes’ (sub mit ted votes)
but a 271 : 267 win by Repub li can Gov ern or
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George W. Bush in the deci sive ‘electo ral votes’
(num ber of electors won), with ‘swing state’
Flor i da ‘too close to count’ so that a hand count
was ordered – the Supreme Court decid ed that
re-count was con sti tu tion al ly prob le mat ic and
not suf fi cient time avail able for a cor rect hand
count, there by effec tive ly decid ing the out -
come of the elec tions; Al Gore did not con cur
with the Supreme Court but accept ed its rul ing.

George W. Bush was sworn in as 43rd Pres i -
dent of the U.S.A. and for mer Sec re tary of
Defense Rich ard Che ney as Vice Pres i dent, in
the Cab i net for mer Chief of Joint Chiefs of Staff
Col in Pow el was appoint ed Sec re tary of State
and Don ald Rums fieldSec re tary of Defense; in
the civ il war-rid den Dem o crat ic Repub lic of
Con go Pres i dent Laur ent Kabi la was assas si -
nat ed, fol lowed by his son Joseph Kabi la; in
Ser bia, Zoran Djind jic became the first non-
Com mu nist Head of Gov ern ment since the
end of WW II, prom is ing the estab lish ment of
instru ments to fight organ ised crime; in the
West of India a major earth quake caused the
death of approx. 30,000 peo ple; in Israel, Ehud
Barak retired from pol i tics, and the win ner of
direct elec tions for Prime Min is ter, hard lin er
Ariel Schar on, estab lished as new Prime Min -
is ter a ‘grand coalition’ of his Likut Block with
the Labour Par ty of Shim on Peres; fol low ing
agree ment between NATO and the Yugo slav
Gov ern ment, Yugo slav troops entered the
Ground Safe ty Zone in South ern Ser bia bor der -
ing the Koso vo, for the first time since their
with draw al from Koso vo in 1999; in Afghan i -
stan the Tal i ban, against protest by UNESCO
and even Islam ic states, destroyed pre-Islam ic
mon u ments, the Bud dha stat ues of Bamiy an;
ten sions rose between Chi na and the U.S. fol -
low ing a col li sion between an EP-3 ELINT
air craft and a Chi nese fight er air craft, the
Chi nese pilot was killed and the EP-3 made an
emer gen cy land ing on a Chi nese island, where
the crew was detained until an apol o gy was
issued by Pres i dent Bush, and three months lat -
er the total ly dis man tled air craft (packed with
ultra-mod ern tech nol o gy) was shipped to the
U.S.; fol low ing strong state ments by the Con -
tact Group announc ing pref er ence for Mac e do -
nia to stay in the Fed er a tion with Ser bia, the
out come of elec tions in Mac e do nia was con -
sid ered too close to man date sep ar a tion; in Ita -
ly, the ‘media tsar’ Ber lus co ni-led cen tre-right
union was clear win ner and Sil vio Ber lus co ni
became Prime Min is ter; for mer Yugo slav
Prime Min is ter Slob o dan Mil o sev ic, indict ed
by the U.N. War Crim i nal Tri bu nal in The
Hague, was hand ed over by Yugo slav author -
ities, where sev er al years of law suit were

expect ed; in the UK, Prime Min is ter Tony
Blair got re-elect ed with a con vinc ing major -
ity; in Bul gar ia, ex-King Sime on-II (from the
Roy al house of Sax on-Coburg-Gotha) won Par -
lia ment elec tions and was sworn in as Prime
Min is ter Sime on Saks ko burg got ski; in Indo ne -
sia, Pres i dent Wah id was removed by the Peo-
ple’s Con gress, and Vice Pres i dent Meg a wa ti
Sukar no pu tri installed as Pres i dent (daugh -
ter of for mer Pres i dent Sukar no); hopes for a
solu tion of the Kash mir con flict were dis ap -
point ed when the Vaj pay ee-Mushar raf Indo-
Paki stani Sum mit end ed with out a final com-
muniqué, which had been agreed to but could
not be pub lished due to a veto from Indian hard -
lin ers; in the frame work of Oper a tion ESSEN -
TIAL HAR VEST, NATO forc es moved into
Mac e do nia to sep ar ate the con flict par ties
(Ser bian-dom i nat ed Gov ern ment and the
Nation al Lib er a tion Army UCK with the same
name as the UCK that had been dis solved in
neigh bour ing Koso vo); on Sep tem ber 11th, in
an unprec e dent ed act of ter ror ism, sui cide
ter ror ists flew three air lin ers into the twin
tow ers of the World Trade Cen tre and the
Pen ta gon, kill ing pas sen gers and crews and
leav ing 4,000 peo ple dead; a fourth attempt
(like ly to have been aimed at Camp David)
failed when cou ra geous pas sen gers forced the
air plane pre ma ture ly down in Penn syl va nia,
kill ing every body on board – war had come to
U.S. main land, and Pres i dent Bushdeclared
‘War on Terrorism’, with Usa ma bin Laden
of Al-Qae’da being on top of the ‘Wanted’ list;
four weeks lat er the U.S. and UK start ed
Oper a tion ENDUR ING FREE DOM and
flew first air attacks against Afghan i stan, where
the Tal i ban had pro vid ed a ‘safe haven’ and
train ing camps for ter ror ists; the EU, Rus sia,
Chi na and even Paki stan joined the Alli ance
against Ter ror ism; the Afghan North ern Alli -
ance, with sup port from U.S. Marines and Spe -
cial Forc es from sev er al coun tries, took Kab-
ul and the Tal i ban sur ren dered – how ev er,
Usa ma bin Laden and most of the top ter ror ists
had escaped and were not found in the caves of
the moun tains at the bor der to Paki stan; rep re -
sen ta tives of most Afghan tribes reached agree -
ment to des ig nate the Pash tun Ham id Kar sai
as Pres i dent of Afghan i stan.

The Euro was dis trib ut ed to become the sym -
bol of Euro pe an unity; sig na ture in Kabul of the
agree ment for the sta tion ing of up to 5,000
sol diers of the Inter na tion al Secur ity Assis -
tance Force (ISAF) to safe guard the secur ity
in Kabul; search for the Head of the Tal i ban
Lead er Mul lah Mohammed Omar in the East
of Afghan i stan did not lead to his cap ture, like

Usa ma bin Laden he had van ished; in the
frame work of Oper a tion ENDUR ING FREE -
DOM an inter na tion al naval force com -
menced sur veil lance of the sea area off the
Horn of Afri ca to pre vent the escape and rein -
force ment of ter ror ists groups; under Chair man -
ship of for mer French Pres i dent Gis card
d’Estain, the EU Con sti tu tion al Con vent took
up its work in Brus sels to work out a Con sti tu -
tion, clar i fy ing the role of the EU Com mis sion,
Pres i den cy and Coun cil, includ ing rep re sen ta -
tion by mem bers nations, tak ing into account
EU Expan sion by 10 new mem bers; from
March 1st, for mer Yugo sla via was known as
Ser bia and Mon te ne gro; fol low ing a series of
ter ror attacks, Israel occu pied Pal es tine auton -
o mous cit ies and placed Yas ser Ara fat under
house arrest in Ramal lah; in France Pres i dent
Chi racwas con firmed in elec tions as Pres i dent
because even the left sup port ed him to exclude
a pos sible win of the right-wing chal leng er
Jean-Marie Le Pen; in the Neth er lands, a Cen -
tre-right coali tion led by new Prime Min is ter
Jan-Peter Balke nende came to pow er, but elec -
tions (pre ma ture because the cen tre-left Gov -
ern ment had to resign after rev e la tions of the
pas sive role of Dutch sol diers dur ing the Sre -
bren i ca mas sa cre 1995 in B&H) were over-
shad owed by the mur der of ultra-right pop u list
Pim For tyn; inde pen dence of East Tim or was
declared, first Pres i dent was the for mer free -
dom fight er ‘Xanana’ Gusmão; NATO and
Rus sia became part ners, when the Dec lar a tion
of Rome was signed which obliged by trea ty
the mutu al sup port of the 19 NATO nations
and Rus sia in defence against com mon
threats, and which estab lished the NATO-
Rus sia Coun cil in which Rus sia will be equal
part ner to NATO; the Afghan Assem bly Loya
Djir ga con firmed inter im Pres i dent Kar sai as
Pres i dent of Afghan i stan; the Heads of State of
the G 7 agreed in Can a da to accept from 2006
Rus sia as eighth mem ber; in Par lia ment elec -
tions in France the Con ser va tives logged on a
land slide win, Cen trist pol i ti cian Jean-Pierre
Raf far in became Prime Min is ter reliev ing
Social ist Jos pin, so that Pres i dent Chi rac now
was able to bank on cen tre-right sup port from
the Gov ern ment; flood ing in Ger ma ny, Aus tria
and Czech Repub lic caused immense dam age
and threat ened the Sem per Opera in Dres den;
Tur key decid ed to sus pend in peace time the
death pen al ty, one of the pre con di tions for
nego ti a tions for EU mem ber ship; in Ger ma ny,
Chan cel lor Schröder’s Red-Green Gov ern ment
was con firmed with a small mar gin, only
because of the Iraq cri sis and the han dling of
the flood ing dis as ter; in Slo vak ia the con ser va -
tive Gov ern ment remained in pow er, despite
the par ty of ex-Pre mier Meciar becom ing
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strong est faction; in Swe den the Social Demo -
crats won in Par lia ment elec tions and con -
firmed Göran Pers son as Prime Min is ter; in
Mos cow, Rus sian troops stormed a thea tre
where rebels took hos tage 800 vis i tors of a
musi cal; using gas which killed 128 of the hos -
tag es due to their weak ened health con di tion,
but the rebels were alleg ed ly shot in an uncon -
scious state; for the first time since the mil i tary
coup in 1999, Pak i sta nis were able to vote for
Par lia ment, and a union of Islam ic par ties
gained over half the seats, but Pres i dent
Mushar raf had received a con fir ma tion as Pres -
i dent for five years in April and changed the
con sti tu tion so that he was able to dis miss the
Pre mier or veto Gov ern ment deci sions; off the
coast of Yemen, French tank er “Lim burg”
was attacked by ter ror ists, show ing to the
world the vul ner abil ity of inter na tion al ship-
ping; Iraq agreed to the return of weap ons
inspec tors, uncon di tion al ly accept ing
UNSCR 1441, and Swed ish dip lo mat Hans
Blixwas author ised to organ ise the inspec tions;
in Tur key the Islam ic Par ty won the abso lute
major ity of seats in Par lia ment, in place of par -
ty lead er Erdo gan (who in view of a sen tence
was tem po rar i ly unavail able to head the Gov -
ern ment), Abdul lah Gül formed the Cab i net and
became Prime Min is ter; at the NATO Sum -
mit it was decid ed to accept in 2004 sev en
new mem bers (Esto nia, Lat via, Lith u a nia, Slo -
vak ia, Slo ve nia, Bul gar ia and Roma nia), and
to form a Rap id Reac tion Force of 20,000 sol -
diers as impor tant tool for ‘War on Terrorism’;
the top ic of a pos sible mil i tary action against
Iraq was used by Pres i dent Bush to call for a
‘Coali tion of the Willing’, but the Alli ance,
while ful ly sup port ing UNSCR 1441, did not
agree to par tic i pate in mil i tary action against
the Iraq; in the ‘mid term elections’ Pres i dent
Bush enjoyed an increase in the num ber of seats
by his Repub li can Par ty both in the House and
Sen ate, a sit u a tion that occurred only the third
time in U.S. his to ry and was deter mined by dis -
cus sions about a pos sible mil i tary action against
Iraq; in Aus tria, Chan cel lor Schüssel’s Par ty
tri umphed in the elec tions for Par lia ment, while
his for mer coali tion part ner Haid er suf fered
land-slide loss es; for mer Pres i dent Jim my
Cart er was hon oured with the Peace Nobel
Price for his role in bro ker ing cri sis and
devel op ing alter na tives to con fron ta tion.

North Korea announced that ‘nation al interests’
(the coun try had been named by Pres i dent Bush
one of the mem bers of the ‘axis of evil’) forced
the coun try to quit the Non-Pro life ra tion Trea -
ty, but denied car ry ing out a mil i tary nucle ar
pro gramme; in Par lia ment elec tion in Israel,

Prime Min is ter Sharon’s Likut Block was the
clear win ner; pre sent ing ‘proof of an Ira qi
WMD pro duc tion site’, the U.S. demand ed
from the U.N. Secur ity Coun cil author isa tion
of war on Iraq, but the inter im report by weap -
on inspec tor Hans Blix and state ments by the
Direc tor of the Inter na tion al Atom ic Ener gy
Organ isa tion (IAEO) Mohammed al-Bara dei
did  not  sub stan tiate  this  view;  Iraq  accept ed
U 2-flights over his ter ri to ry and agreed to the
destruc tion of AL-SAMOUD mis siles with a
range beyond what was allowed under the
UNSCR and the pos ses sion of which Sad dam
Huss e in always had denied; in Feb ru ary the
Yugo slav Fed er a tion offi cial ly ceased to
exist, suc ceed ed by the Union of Ser bia and
Mon te ne gro; for mer Bos nian Pres i dent Bil ja -
na Plav icwas sen tenced by the U.N. War Crim -
i nals Tri bu nal to 11 years impris on ment; world-
wide mil lions of peo ple pro test ed against the
immi nent ‘War on Iraq’ – even in the U.S. a nar -
row major ity was against war with out a U.N.
man date, in the UK a clear major ity, and in
Spain an over whelm ing major ity of peo ple was
against par tic i pat ing; France and Ger ma ny were
des ig nat ed by Sec re tary Rums field as ‘Old
Europe’ while new NATO mem ber Poland sup -
port ing Pres i dent Bush was praised; logis tic
sup port to the armed con flict was declared by
Den mark, Czech Repub lic, Roma nia, Bul gar ia
and Alba nia; Ser bian reform pol i ti cian Zoran
Djind jic was assas si nat ed, with organ ised
crime (Zemun Clan), sup port ed by mem bers of
the Secret Ser vice, behind the kill ing; Zoran
Ziv kov ic was elect ed by Ser bian Par lia ment as
new Prime Min is ter; War on Iraq began on
March 20th, when under com mand of Gen er al
Tom my Franks, Com mand er Cen tral Com -
mand, ‘shock and awe’ air strikes against the
expect ed dom i cile of Sad dam Huss e in were
con duct ed, with out the dic ta tor and Gov ern -
ment mem bers being there how ev er; Oper a tion
IRA QI FREE DOM start ed when on the eve the
first day ground forc es crossed the Kuwai ti bor -
der, met with unex pect ed strong oppo si tion – it
was clear that this time there would not be a
‘walk over’; how ev er, on April 9th oppo si tion
of Ira qi forc es col lapsed when Bagh dad was
prac ti cal ly con quered after whole Ira qi Armies
had van ished; in Mac e do nia the EU took over
con trol of peace keep ing oper a tions from
NATO, the first such oper a tion in the his to -
ry of the Union; two days after a land-slide vic -
to ry of his par ty in elec tions in East ern Tur key,
Recep Tayy ip Erdo gan was empow ered by
Pres i dent Ahmed Nec det Sez er to build the new
Turk ish Cab i net in which his inter im pre de ces -
sor as Pre mier, Abdul lah Gül, became For eign
Min is ter; in Chi na a change of gen er a tion in
the pow er cen tres took place: Hu Jin tao

became Head of State and Wen Jia baoHead of
Gov ern ment, while for mer Gen er al Sec re tary
of the Com mu nist Par ty Jiang Zemin retained
influ ence as Head of the Mil i tary Com mis sion
and CinC Armed Forc es; the out break of the
SARS epi dem ic in Viet nam and Chi na led to a
break down of pub lic life in wide parts of East
Asia and sev er al hun dred deaths world-wide;
in Iraq, with in months after dec lar a tion of
‘Mis sion Completed’ by Pres i dent Bushmore
U.S. per son nel had lost their lives than in
combat action, tor pe do ing efforts to re-build
civ il order; in Cyprus the bor der between the
(Turk ish) North and (Greek) South became
perme able; in Chi na a die sel sub ma rine sank
due to ‘mechan i cal problems’; under the Akrop -
o lis in Ath ens, the 10 new EU mem bers were
offi cial ly admit ted to the Union, elim i nat ing
the East-West divi sion in Europe; Al-Qae’da
mem bers were made respon sible for ter ror
attacks in Islam ic states Moroc co and Sau di
Ara bia; in Rwan da, Pres i dent Paul Kagame,
with sup port of secur ity forc es suc ceed ed to
stab il ise the sit u a tion, but jurid i cal clear ing up
of past Tut si mas sa cres over charged nation al as
well as inter na tion al tri bu nals; Nes tor Car los
Kirch ner became new Pres i dent in Argen tine,
soon trans lat ed his reform-orient ed pro gramme
into real ity, lead ing to a sur pris ing recov ery of
the econ o my and opti mism in the coun try; the
first meet ing of the G 7 and Rus sia in
Evian/France led to a thaw ing of rela tions
between the U.S. and the Heads of State and
Gov ern ment that had opposed War on Iraq
(Rus sia, France, Ger ma ny); the EU sent troops
to the North of the Dem o crat ic Repub lic of Con -
go, with the aim to sep ar ate the con flict par ties
of the civ il war; in a Sum mit Meet ing in Jor -
dan of Israel’s Prime Min is ter Ariel Shar on
and his Pal es tine col league Mah mud Abbas
with Pres i dent Bush, both pol i ti cians vowed
to adhere to the ‘road map to peace’ worked out
by the Con tact Group of the U.S., EU and Rus -
sia, only to be fol lowed by new acts of ter ror
and retal i a tion; the sui cide of micro-biol o gist
David Kel ly in Eng land over alle ga tions that the
Gov ern ment had ‘sexed up’ the UK ver dict on
Ira qi WMD brought the Blair Gov ern ment in
expla na tion prob lems in the face of mas sive
protest on the streets (“Mr. B’liar, no more war
lies Mr. Straw”); to re-align the struc ture of
NATO HQ to the changed real ities of the new
world, the Inter na tion al Staff in Brus sels was
re-organ ised into the six divi sions Exec u tive
Man age ment, Polit i cal Affairs and Secur ity Pol -
i cy, Oper a tions, Defence Pol i cy and Plan ning,
Pub lic Diplo ma cy, and Defence Invest ment;
while oppo si tion against the per ceived occu -
pa tion force mount ed in Iraq, hopes for a
peace ful solu tion in Libe ria were nour ished
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when Charles Tay lor relin quished his post as
Pres i dent; bomb attacks in Jakar ta/Indo ne sia
and Mum bai/India led to the deten tion of the
South east Asia Head of Al-Qae’da in Thai land;
with a polit i cal and finan cial ges ture by join ing
the War on Ter ror ism and com pen sat ing the vic -
tims of the Lock er bie plane crash attrib ut ed to
Lib yan ter ror ists, Rev o lu tion Lead er Ghad da fi
suc ceed ed that the embar goes against Lib ya
were lift ed and his coun try re-embraced by the
free world; Sweden’s For eign Min is ter Anna
Lindhwas mur dered; in the face of new acts of
ter ror and retal i a tion Mah mud Abbas resigned
as Head of the Pal es tine Gov ern ment, fol lowed
by Ahmed Kurei; in Chech nya the Rus sia-sup -
port ed Head of Admin is tra tion Ahmed Kad hy -
rovwon the Pres i den tial elec tions; in Azer bai -
jan, Ilham Alli jev was elect ed Pres i dent, suc -
ceed ing his severe ly sick father Hej dar Alli jev;
as the third coun try Chi na launched a manned
space ship into orbit; in Geor gia, peace ful
revolts over the count ing of votes dur ing ear li -
er elec tions led to the res ig na tion of Pres i dent
Edu ard She vard nadse; in Croa tia a come back
of the Nation al Con ser va tive Par ty brought to
pow er Ivo San ad er as Pre mier; in Istan bul a
series of sui cide bomb attacks against a Syn -
agogue, the Brit ish Embas sy and a Brit ish bank
was car ried out by the Front of Fight ers for the
Great Islam ic East, sup port ed by Al-Qae’da; on
Decem ber 14th, US Civ il Admin is tra tor Paul
Brem er tri umphed: “We got him” and pre -
sent ed pic tures of a depraved Sad dam Huss -
e in dug out by U.S. troops from an earth
whole; elec tions to the Duma result ed in the
expect ed clear win of the par ties sup port ing the
Krem lin and Pres i dent Putin.

Dutch For eign Min is ter Jaap de Hoop Schaef -
fer suc ceed ed Lord Rob ert son as Sec re tary Gen -
er al NATO; the Loya Djir ga accept ed the new
Con sti tu tion for Afghan i stanwith a Pres i den -
tial System, an Islam ic State Relig ion and a Laic
Juris dic tion; in Geor gia, US-edu cat ed Mikhail
Saa kach vi li was elect ed Pres i dent; in Iran, Pres -
i den tial elec tions result ed in an abso lute major -
ity of con ser va tive par ties; Spain expe ri enced
its 11/3 when bombs in packed trains explod -
ed, kill ing near ly 200 morn ing shut tle pas sen -
gers – initial ly Pre mier José Maria Aznar, for
fear that Al-Qae’da respon sibil ity could jeop -
ard iz ing his re-elec tion dur ing forth com ing Par -
lia ment elec tions, attrib ut ed the attacks to Span -
ish ter ror organ isa tion ETA, but soon the police
found evi dence that Islam ic ter ror ists from
Tuni sia were respon sible for the attack; three
days lat er this led to a clear vic to ry of the Social -
ist Labour Par ty, and José Luis Rod ri guez Zap -
a te ro became Prime Min is ter and imme di -

ate ly re-called Span ish troops from Iraq;
Pres i den tial elec tions in Rus sia clear ly con -
firmed Pres i dent Putin; in what was called
‘delib er ate kill ing of Pal es tine fundamen ta -
lists’, Hamaz founder Sheik Ahmed Jas sinwas
killed by a mis sile attack of the Israe li Army,
fol lowed by new ter ror ist attacks; in Iraq ter -
ror ist attacks increas ing ly were direct ed
against Ira qi tar gets in order to fur ther de-stab -
il ise the sit u a tion in the coun try: against Shiites
in Ker ba la, Ira qi police head quar ters in Bagh -
dad, and the Kurds in Erbil; the rad i cal Shiite
lead er Muk ta da al-Sadr organ ised a Shiite
rebel lion against the U.S. occu pa tion forc es
in Iraq, with fight ing erupt ing in Fal lud ja and
Nad jaf, spread ing to all parts of Iraq in April;
also in April the world became aware of tor -
tur ing and humil i a tion of Ira qi pris on ers of
war in Abu Ghreib, under min ing the moral
author ity of the U.S. to fight against ter ror ism,
and led to exten sive hos tage tak ing of West ern
cit i zens in Iraq; in Cyprus, the Greek pop u la -
tion vot ed against uni fi ca tion; South Afri can
elec tions brought the expect ed vic to ry of the
ANC, Tba bo Mbe kiwas sworn in as new Pres -
i dent; 10 new mem ber states joined the EU
(Esto nia, Lat via, Lith u a nia, Poland, Czech
Repub lic, Hun gary, Slo vak ia, Slo ve nia, Mal ta
and Cyprus), mak ing it with 455 mil lion peo -
ple the world’s great est eco nom i cal pow er; but
also fear of price dump ing and the loss of
nation al iden tity was voiced in the old part of
the Union, there fore inter im solu tions pre vent
full free dom of move; in Ger ma ny, the for mer
Head of the Inter na tion al Mon e tary Fond Horst
Köhler was elect ed Pres i dent by the con ser va -
tive major ity in the Fed er al Assem bly; in India,
the Oppo si tion took the helm and Man mo han
Singh was sworn in as Prime Min is ter; in
Poland, Prime Min is ter Lesek Mill er resigned
and was fol lowed by non-par tite Econ o my Pro -
fes sor Marek Bel ka; in Chech nya, Moscow’s
man Ahmed Kad y rov was killed in a bomb
attack, Pres i dent Putin announced Pre mier Ser -
gej Abra mov as inter im Pres i dent; in Nige ria,
war between Chris tians and Mus lims effec tive -
ly sep ar at ed the coun try into a Mus lim North -
ern and Chris tian South ern region, but apart
from relig ious rea sons also fight for oil reserves
and the fer tile cen tral region is behind the fight -
ing; on June 28th Iraq offi cial ly became a sove -
reign coun try againwhen the U.S. civ il admin -
is tra tion hand ed over all pow ers to Pres i dent
Gha si al-Jaw ar and Prime Min is ter Ijad Allawi;
but hopes that this would end ter ror ist
attacks in Iraq quick ly van ished; the U.S.
Mil i tary hand ed over Sad dam Huss e in to the
Ira qi author ities who charged him with crimes
against Inter na tion al Law, Crimes against
Human ity, kill ing of polit i cal ene mies, the use

NAVAL FORCES 1/2005 27

EDI TO RI AL

of nerve gas against the Kurds, and the inva sion
of Kuwait; in Somal ia, the Gov ern ment
remained pas sive vis-à-vis mon stros ities by
Mili tias in the Dafour region; Czech Pres i dent
Václav Klaus nom i nat ed the 34-year old Min -
is ter of the Inter i or Sta nis lav Gross as new
Prime Min is ter, when his pre de ces sor Vlad i mir
Spid la resigned after a land slide defeat of his
par ty dur ing elec tions for the Euro pe an Par lia -
ment; in the Cau ca sus city of Beslan, hos tage
tak ing of a school by ter ror ists was answered
with force ful attempts to free the hos tag es by
Rus sian troops which left hun dreds of chil dren
and teach ers dead and more than 700 injured;
Pres i dent Ham id Kar sai of Afghan i stan was
con firmed in chaot ic elec tions; in Indo ne sia for -
mer Gen er al Susi lo Bam bang Yud hoy o no was
sworn in as new Pres i dent; in a wide ly crit i cised
ref e ren dum author i tar ian Pres i dent Alex an -
der Luka chen ko in Bel ar us paved the way for
his third term as Pres i dent; Pal es tin ian Pres -
i dent Yas ser Ara fat died in Par is, open ing new
chanc es for a peace ful set tle ment of the Mid dle
East cri sis after elec tion of his suc ces sor; in a
clear win Pres i dent George W. Bush secured
his sec ond term, defeat ing chal leng er John
Ker ry; more than any thing else moral val ues
and the per ceived strength of the incum bent to
lead in the War on Ter ror ism played a deci sive
role; Repub li cans even strength ened fur ther
their posi tion in Con gress; wide-spread protest
in Ukraine against Pres i den tial elec tion,
accus ing Prime Min is ter Vic tor Janu ko vich
of fal si fy ing bal lots, led to a rep e ti tion of the
elec tions which were won by Vic tor Yush chen -
ko, who was final ly sworn in as Pres i dent after
attempts by Janu ko vich failed to con test the out -
come in Court; in Roma nia, in a sur prise out -
come oppo si tion lead er Traian Base cuwon the
Pres i den tial elec tions against Prime Min is ter
Nas tase; a gigan tic Tsu na mi killed more than
200,000 peo ple in South east Asia and Sri
Lan ka and lead to unprec e dent ed dona tions
through out the world.

AND MY VISION FOR 2005?
That the ‘Silver Jubilee’ of NAVAL FORCES
will be the most noteworthly event of the year!
But then, Iraq, Iran, North Korea, Sudan, ... – I
am afraid there will be plenty to be noted by my
successor in 2030 on the occasion of the ‘Gold-
en Jubilee’ of NAVAL FORCES.

Wolf gang Legi en
Edi tor-in-Chief


